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Martin Luther, + 


Did write this booke in the beginning of my 


procedings, tothe moſt gratious Prince Fride- 


rik Duke of Saxony, when he was fore ſicke. Now 
many thought good that it ſhoulde be impriated, 
but when it had bene eftſones imprinted,it was ſo 
corrupted and made vnperfect, that I found many 


 wordes wanting, which I my ſelfe could not con- 


iecture what they were: howbeit the ſentences I 
haue reſtored after a ſort, and ſuche as I thinke I 


had in the beginning. Neither Haue I thought it 


good now to chaunge or adorne them as 1 could: 
For Iwill in this booke ſnewe a teſtimonie of my 
proceeding, and gratifie the aduerſaries, that they 
may haue Where with to exerciſe their malice. It is 
ſufficient for me if I pleaſe my Lord Chriſt & his 


Sainctes: I reioyce from my hart, and giue thankes 


to my God, that I am enuied and hated of the de- 
will and his Impes. 
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S 
TO THE VVOR 


 SHIPFVLL M. HENRIE 

I DALE CITIZEN AND MAR. 

chant of the citie of London, VV. Gace Wie bl, : ; 
ſheth grace and peace from Gs | 


the Father through Chriſt 
Teſus our Lord. | | : 
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e Anifold ate the miſeries of mans 
N E life, wherewith he is greatly grie- 
„% Eued and ſundry wayes moleſted, 
Einſomuch as Iob ſayth that man 
E thatis bornc of a woman hath 
5 DO but a ſhort time to liue, and is re- 
ee pleniſhed with miſerie. For he 
beginneth his life with teares and weeping, he paſ- 
ſeth it with ſorrow and trouble, and endeth it with 
dolour and payne. Wherefore it is no maruell if 
ſome haue thought that it is the belt thing not to 
de borne, and the next to dye quickly: and that o- 
ther ſome haue mourned and wept at the birthes 
of their friendes; and ſolemnly reioyeed at their 
burialls. For what coulde they being deſtitute of 
the light of God and true religion, ſee in this life 
but trouble & miſerie? Yea the godly them ſelues, 
as they haue in all ages ſuffered many afflictions 
in this life, ſo haue they paſſed through the ſamg 
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as through a ſtraunge countrie. For if heaven be 

our countrie, what is the earth elſe but a place of 


. þaniſhment? wherein be ing exiled from true de- 


lightes and ple aſures, we liue in a ſtate vaquiet, 
trouble ſom, and many wayes miſerable, as to him 
that ſhall ducly conſider the ſundry troubles that 
are incident to all ſortes of men in this life, wil ea- 
fily appeare. | bi 
Foraſmuch then as this life is fo miſerable , as 
both the S aincts of God haue pronounced of it, 
the very heathen haue accounted it, & dayly expe- 
rience proueth it, and yet neuertheleſſe, we, ſeeing 
God hath placed us in it, muſt remaine therein till 
he call vs away: great neede we haue of ſuch con- 


ſolation & incouragement as may be a meane to 


make vs paſſe the time thereof without grudging 
& impatiencie. For of our ſelues we are very fraile 


and weake, not able to reſiſt, much leſſe of power 
to ouercom, as is manifeſt by thẽ, who in the time 
of affliction haue through impatiẽcie murmured 


againſt God: albeit there both haue bene, and are 
many, who being not of them ſelues but by other 
meanes ſupported, haue patiently ſuſtained many 
troubles and miſeries. 1 
VVherefore I truſt that my labour ſhall not be 


thought ill beſtowed, but rather profitably em- 
ploied, which I haue taken in tranflating this trea- 


tiſe into the Engliſh tongue , for that it tendeth 


chiefly to the conſolation of ſuch as are in afflicti- 
on and diſtreſſe. For that which the title of this 
booke portenderh, the matter thereof ſufficiently 
proueth, namely that it contayneth conſolations 


for them that labor and are hden, that is, that ſuf- 
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fer afflictions and troubles in this life: ſo that they 
which ſhall diligently reade and peruſe the ſame, 
may be ſo confirmed thereby , that whenthey be 
troubled with hardnes of aduerſitie, they may not 
be ouercome or throwne downe therwith : when 
they be moleſted with griefe & ſorrowe, they may 
be alſo delite d with ſpirituall ioy: when they be e- 

uen diſtreſſed with troubles and afflictions, they 
may receiue courage againe, beeing Kt OH 
ſundry conſolations, and fo patiently ſuffer accor- 

ding to Gods wil whatſocuer it ſhall pleaſe him to 
lay vpon them. | | 

How great this commoditie is, it plainly appea - 
reth not onely by this, that the feeling of the pre- 
ſent affliction is thereby aſſwaged, but by this al- 
ſo, that it is a meane to moue and make vs to obey 
Gods will, which otherwiſe we would be ready to 
reſiſt, and to ſuffer patiently, whereas otherwiſe v e 
woulde by impatiencie be ſtubborne againſt the 
righteouſnes of God. 

VVherefore foraſmuch as I am not ignoraunt 
that the croſſe is vſually incident to the godly , and 
that through many afflictions we muſt enter into 
the kingdom of God, Lam bolde to commend this 
treatiſe to all the godly in generall, to be read of 
them to their ſingular commoditie and comfort, 
but eſpecially to your worſhip , whoſe godly con- 
uerſation both of a long time hath beene, and dai- 
Jy is an euident teſtimonie of your ſincere & vn- 
feined profeſſion of Chriſte his religion: deſi- 
ring you to eſteeme thereof, not according to 
the quantitie or outward appearance (for then ſhal - 
you make bur ſmall account of it, being both liile 
: £5 A iii. 
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in quantitie, & adorned with no eloquent tearmes | 
or glorious wordes)but according to the frute that 
the godly ſhall reape by diligent reading thereof. 
For peatles and precious ſtones for the moſt part 
are in quanritie but ſinall, and inoutward appea- 
rance ſimple, which in value notwithſtanding are 
great and in vertue excellent. Howbeit beeing ſuf- 
Fciendhy perſwaded of your well accepting here- | 
of, I will not ſtand yppon this pointe , leſt I ſhould 
ſeeme in any wiſe to doubt of it, but doe deſire 

Almightie God, that as you haue hitherto 

liued in his feare, ſo ye may dayly in- 

creaſe, and conſtantly conti- 
nue in the ſame euen yn- 
to the ende. 
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Tour vverhips at commaundement 
VV. Gacs, 
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TO THE MOST 


FA MO VS PRINCE AND 


LORD. THE LORD FRIDERIK, 


Diule of Saxonie, &c, his very good 
Lorde. 


ANR lorde aud Sauiour Ieſus hathe 


— 


N left a commaundement whiche pertay- 
eh indifferently to all Chriſtians,thas 
< ve ſhould performe the duties of hu- 
&& manitie, or rather ( as the Scripture 

calleth them) the workes of mercie to the afflicted and 
miſerable : that we ſhould viſe the ficke, endeuour to 


deliuer the captiues , and doe ſuch like to our neigh- 


bour , whereby the preſent euills may be ſomewhat 4. 
ſwaged.Hyreof our Lord Teſus Chriſt hath in him ſelfe 
ſet Fr vnto vs a moſt manifeſt M ſingular example, 
whereas of his exceding loue toward mankind, he came 
downe from the boſom of the father into our miſeryes 
and into our priſon, that is, into our fleſhe and moſt mi- 
ſerable life and tooke the puniſhment of o ur ſinner vp- 


on him ſelſe, that we might be ſaued : according as E [at 8 


ſayih cha. 43. Thou haſt laden me with thy ſinues, and 
wearied me with thyne vngodlineſſe, e. If there be 
any whom this ſo manifeſt & ſingular an example doth 


nos ſtirre vp, and the authoritie of Gods commanunde» 
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ment added thereunto doth not mane to performe theſe 
workes of charitie, ſurely he ſhall worthely in the lat 
judgement heare the voice of the angrie Indge ; Got 
thou curſed into euerlaſting fire. For I was ficke and 
thou didſt not viſit me, but being altogether unthanks 
full for the exceeding benefits which I beſtowed on 
ghee and all the world, thou didſt not euen in the moſt 
ſclender duties relieue or helpe thy brethren, no not me 
Chriſt in my breihren. : Wo 
 Foraſmuch therefore moſt famous Prince, as I ſee 
your Grace to be ſore ſicl e, and that Chriſt alſo is ſiche 
zn you, I haue thought it my dutie go vifit your Grace 
by writing ſomewhat unto you. For I can not diſſemble, 
that I doe not heare the voice of Chriſt out of your 
Graces body and fleſhe crying to me, and ſaying : Be- 
hold I am ficke here. For theſe eu namely ſicknes 
and ſuch like, not we Chriſtians onely, but Chriſt him- 
ſeife alſo our Lord and Sauiour,in whom we liue, doth 
ſuffer, as he manifeſtly wimeſſeth in the Goſpell; 
FVhatſoeuer ye doe to the leaſt of mine, ye doe it unto 
me. Nowe although we owe this duetie to all that are 
 fecke in generall, that we doe viſit and comfort them, 

. yer doe we owe it chiefly to them that be of the hou · 
ſhold of faith. For Paule doth plainely diſtinguiſh be- 
gweene aliens, and them that profeſſt the ſame faith 
e vs , or with whome we haue ſome aliance. Ga- 
44. . 0 

Hombeit I haue other reaſons alſo of my duetie. For 
 Thnowe that I as one of your Graces ſubiecten togither 
with the reſt ought to be moued with your Graces fick> 

nes, and be as it were ficke togither with you, asthe 
member with the head, in * 298 all our good eſtate, 

Iafetie, and proſperitie conſiteth. For we acknupledge 

** gow 


your Grace to bee as @ certaine Naaman by whome 


God at this day gineth health zo Germanie, as in time 


paſt by him he gaue health 20 Syria, VVherefore euen 


the whole Romane Empire hath your Grace in ad- 
miraticn , doth reuerence and honour you as a father 
of the countrie, as a ſingular ornament and ſafegard of 


the whole Empire, but eſpecially of the Germane na- 


Jon. 

Neither doe we owe this onely io your Grace, to com- 
fort you as much as we are able, and as it were to beare 
the o—_ caſe with you, but much rather to pray vn- 
to God for your health and recouerie : which I hope is 
done with all diligence and endenour of your Graces 
ſubiectes. As for my ſelfe, whome many notable bene- 


fres and pleaſures haue made a dettour to your Grace 


more then the reſt, I acknowledge that I ought by ſome 
ſingular duetie to declare my thank fulnes, But becauſe 
in this ſclendernes of abilitie and power, I am able to 
performe no notable thing, D. George Spalatine, your 
Graces Chaplen, aduertized me that I ſhoulde doe 
well to make ſome ſpirituall conſolation and ſende it to 
your Grace, aſfirming vnto me that it would be a thing 
very acceptaole vnto you. V/herefore I thought it nos 
good to do contrarie to the aduertizement of my friend, 
and therefore haue I gathered togither theſe fourteene 
chapters, being compriſed as it were in a table, and 
haue inzitled them Teſſaradecas, that they might be 
in ſteede of fourteene Sainctet which our ſuperſlition 
made and called the drivers away of all euills. How- 
Beit this is not a filuer but a ſpirituall table, where- 


That is, 
fourteene, 


or that 
which 


with, not the walls of temples are to be adorned, but the onſſteth 
57% mind is to be comforted and confirmed. . And I gf that 


* 
y * 


ope that it will be very profitable to your Grace in number, 
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his preſent ſlate. Nowe ith diuided into vo partes, 
whereof the former containeth ſeuen conſiderations of 
enills whereby the preſent griefes and troubles are mi 


ſame ende. i, herfore 1 deſire your Grace to talle this 
my ſemple labour in good parte, which I pray God 
ye may ſo enioy , thatby diligent reading 
© and conſideration of this treatiſe 
dae may haue ſome eaſe. Thus 
concluding , I humbly 
commend me to 
your Grace, 


ſenen conſiderations of good thmges tending to the 


Your humble and obedient ſub- 
ict MARTIN LvTRHIX. 


THE 


„ THE PREFACE. 


HE Apoſtle Paul in the 1 5. 
? 132 chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
4 © F/ASy Romanes ſpeaking of chri- 
| 'S) | 8 ſtian comfort, ſayth: Bre- 
RF" thren, VVhatfoeuer thinges 
haue bene written afore time, were written 
for our learning, that we through patience, 
and comforte of the Scriptures mighte 
haue hope. V Vhereby he plainly teacheth 
that our comfortes mult be taken out of 
b- | the holy Scriptures. Nowe the holy Scrip- 
. tures oh two ſortes of comfort, inaſmuch 
as they commend ynto vs the conſidera- 
E | tion oft ſortes of thinges, namely of e- 
uill things and of good thinges, according 
as the wiſe man ſayth: Inthe day of affli- 
Qion remember proſperitie: & in the day 
of proſperitie be mindful of affliction. For 
the holy Ghoſt knoweth that euery thing 
is of ſuch ſort & ſo great to man, of What 
ſort and howe great his opinion is therof. 
For that which is counted vile & nothin 
eſteemed, doth litle moue , either . 
loue if it come, or with griefe if it depart. 


Y Vherefore he laboureth moſt earneſtly 
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THE PREFACE, 
to call man from the opinion & affection 
of thinges, which when he hath brought 
to paſſe, all thinges are then indifferent. 
Nowe foraſmuch as this calling is done 
eſpecially by the worde, whereby the 
opinion is transferred from the thinge, 
which is preſently felt to the thing which 
either is abſent or not preſently felt, it is 
by good reaſon that we shal haue no com- 
fort but by the Scripture, which in the day 
of affliction calleth vs to the conſiderati- 
on of proſperitie, which is either preſent 
or to come: alſo in the day of proſperitie 
calleth vs to conſider affliction. But that 
theſe conſiderations may be more eaſie 
vnto vs, we will diuide either of them in- 

to ſeuen partes. To the former shall bere - 
ferred the euills which are to be conſſde- 
red of a man: Firſt within him ſelfe: Se. 
condly before him: Thirdly behind him: 
Fourthly beneath him: Fiftly on the 
left hande: Sixtly onthe right 
hand: Seuenthly a- 
. boue him. | 


THE 


„ | THE FIRST CHAP- 
ic TER OF THE FIRST CON. 


© | | fideration, which is of the in- 
ie | wards euill; 
| 2 


His is certaine and mote 


f I) 2 true whether man beleue ic 
is N ; x 02 not, thatnovexatton can 
+» | [es M be inmanſogreaf, but there 
y =" is in him ſome other euill 
5 greater then it: ſo many euills there be in 


bim both moe in nũber © greater in effect, 
e then that which he pzeſencly feeleth. Foz if 
be felt his greateſt euil in deede, he ſhould 
feele euen hel: fo2 he hath hel in him ſelle. 


God, and to be nothing: and this is to be in 
hel, and to be condemned. Therefoze God 
mercifully chaſtening vs, openeth vnto vs 
and layeth vpon vs the ſmaller e lighter e⸗ 
b uills, knowing, 5 if he ſhould bꝛing man co 
rhe knowledge ofhis greateſt enil.he ſhuln 


l || Dooſt thou demaund, howe? The Pꝛophet n hath . 
5 ſaith: All men are lpers. And againe: Eue⸗ Hell in him 13 
ty man liuing is altogither banicie , Mow /e. rh? 
L to be a lyar andvaine is tu be voide of veri⸗ uf cud F 
. tie, and not co be indeed: but to be without ;,, {1 
veritie, e not to be in deed, is to be without i 
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2 — one, ations for them 
foozthwith periſh in a moment: howbeit he 
bath giuen it tofome ta haue a feeling and 
taſte of it, of whom it is ſapd: He bzingeth 
downe to the graue, & fetcheth vp againe. 
CUyertoze they ſap rightly who cal cozpo- 
rall ſufferings certaine aduertizements of 
the inward euill. And the Apoſtle Heb. 12. 
tallech them the fatherly chaſtenings of 

Vim God God, ſaying: e ſcourgeth euery ſonne that 
ſcourgeth he recetucth.TWHhich he thereloze doth, that 
22 by theſe fcourges and ſinall euills he may 
eh, kxpell thole great euills, leaſt we ſhould ar 
any time feele them, as it is fayd Pꝛouerb. 
22: Fooliſhnes is bound inthe hart of the 
child, and the rod of cozrection ſhall dꝛiue 
it away. Are not godly parents alſo moze 
grieued by their childꝛen if they be theeues 
02 euill, then if they be wonnded ? pea they 
doe them ſelues beat and wound them that 

they may not be euill. 

God fie. What therfoze is the cauſe that 5 grea⸗ 
rec) n kt euill in man is not felt of him?truely as 
mi feele I haue ſayd, by the ozdinance of God it cds 
bis greateſt meth ſo to paſſe, that man map not be viters 
arg | ly diſcouraged, ifhe ſhould ſce his moſt in- 
I” ward greateſt euils, Foz God hideth the, 


F wil haue them ſeene by . 
| ys 


That labor and are laden. 
be ſheweth chem by the enill that is felt. 


Therefoꝛe in the day of affliction oz when 


thou ſuffereſt euil things, remember good 
things: conſider how great a good thing it 
is not to know all thine euill, be mindful of 
this good thing, e the euill which thou pꝛe⸗ 
ſently feeleſt ſhall leſſe diſquiet oz trouble 
thee. So again in p day when thou entoyeſt 
good things, remember euill things, 5 ts; 
while thou art not grieued with thole that 
be very euils in dede, in this want of griefe 


| be thankekull, æ remember che very euills, 


then will it come to paſſe that thou ſhal 
leſſe feele the euill that is felt. ä 
It is manifeſt therefoꝛe that the want 
ok griefe is alwayes greater in man in this 
life, then griefe, not foꝛ that the whole euill 
is not pꝛeſent, but becauſe there is no opi⸗ 
nion, affection oz feeling thereof by the 
goodnes of God, who hideth it. Pereupon 
we ſec them to whom it is giuen to behold 


their very euill, howe rigoꝛous and cruell 


they are againſt them ſelues, howe they 
count it nothing whatloeuer they can ſul⸗ 
fer in their whole life, ſo as they feele not 
their hel oꝛ greateſt euill. So would euerp 
one vo, if he either felt o firmlp beleued his 
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The com- 
fore of the 
fot confs 


deration. 


Fruites of 
the greateſt 
euill which 
is in man. 


light, being diligently compared vnta it. 
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inward euil:he would of his own accoꝛd cal 
fo2 outward euills, he ſhould ſpoꝛt in them, 
and would neuer be moze ſad 02 ſoꝛrowful, 
thẽ when he felt none or them, as we know 
ſome of the Sainctes to haue done. 
her loꝛe in the firſt comfoztable conſi⸗ 
deration, a man map thus ſay to him ſelfe: 
thou dooſt not pet, O man, keele thine euil, 
retopce and giue thankes, that thou art not 
compelled to feele it: ſo a ſmall euill be: 
ing compared with one that is very great, 
ſhall be made light and eaſte , Pereunto is 
perteinent this ſaying of ſome: J haue de⸗ 
ſerued far wozle things, yea euen hel it ſelfs 
an eaſie thing ſurely ta be ſpoken, but into⸗ 
lerable to be felt. And this euil albeit it be 
hid, vet doth it ſhew fozth his fruts ſufficit̃t 
grieuovs: theſe are feare & the vncertainty 
of a trembling conſcience, whereby faith 
is impugned, whiles man knoweth not oz 
doubteth whether he hath God fauourable 
vnto him, which fruit is ſo much moꝛe bit⸗ 
ter as faith is weaker, And this only inftr- 
mitie being well weyed, foz aſmuch as it is 
ſpiritual, is farre moꝛe grieuous then that 
of the body, which it doch make euen moſt 


Pelide 


That labor and are laden. 5 
Tothe inward euills of man pertaineth 
mozeouer all that cragedie, which p Pꝛea⸗ 
cher deſcribeth, wheras he ſo often maketh 
mention of vanitie & affliction of the ſpirit. 
Foꝛ how many coũſels do we take in vain⸗ 


many things doe we lee, how many things 
doe we heare which we woulde not? Euen 
thoſe things which tend to the fulfilling of 
our deſtre, fall out oftentimes contrarp co 
our deſire, ſo that ſundꝛy wates we are mo⸗ 
leſted 4 croubled. Pozeouer all theſe things 


are ſo muche greater as one is placed in 


higher place oz ſtate, who muſt needes bee 
toſt with farre moe and greater ſourges, 


waues, æ tempeſts, then others that are in 


ſtate infertour vnto them, & troubled alſa 
with v lame thing, lo that the 103. Plalme 
ſayth wel: ſmall & great beaſts, and things 
treeping innumerable, are in the ſea of this 
woꝛld, that is, inſũinite ſoztes of tentations, 
wherefoze Job chap. 7. calleth the life of 
man a tentation. Nowe theſe are not there⸗ 
fozeno euils becaule they are litle felt, but 
becauſe thzough ble c dayly-cuſtome they 
are nothing accounted of,and the feeling of 
them is by che wozking of = very much 


\ 


how many of our deſires are fruſfrate? how 
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6 Conſolations for them 
abated and alinoſt quite taken away: wher⸗ 
foꝛe ſuch as be rare and do ſeldome happen 
vnto vs, doe rather moue and moleſt vs, 
which as pet we haue by no ble learned to 
contemne. So pit is true, that we doe feele 
ſcarce the thoulſandth part of our euills: it 
ts alſo true that our euills are meaſured, 
felt, oꝛ nat felt, not acco2ding to their na- 
ture c greatnes, but accozding to the opi⸗ 
nion and affection which we haue of them, 


The ſecond chapter of the ſecond conſi- 
deration, whichis of the euill to | 
come or before a man, 


T will not a litle lighten euery p2eſenc 

euill, it thou turne thy mind to them that 

are to come, which are ſo many; ſuch, # ſo 

great, that hereunto alone is referred that 

great and one of the p2incipall affections 

eme what Which is called feare, which ſome define to 
it is. be an affect ion of the euill to come, acco2- 
ding as the Apoſtle ſaith Rom. 11: Be not 
hie minded but feare. This euill is ſo much 
greater, as it is moe vncextaine, of what 
ſoꝛt and how great it wilbe when it come, 
ſo that it is a common ſaping: There is no 
age to whom p ſcabb is not incident, which 
notwich⸗ 


The enill 
89 come. 
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fo2 aduaſitage,# fo2 no ſmall cofozt againſt 
that euill that chaunceth , fo that thou art 


That labor and are laden. 
notwſtanding is an euill 5 is wont to hap- 
pen to childzen't infants, Do that ns man 


is free c quite exempt from an euils which 


come to other men, but whatſoeuer one mã 
ſuffereth, the ſame alſo may another ſuffer, 


This is verified by the hiſtozies & trage⸗ 


dies of all ages, by al the complaints of the 


whole woꝛld: by moze then thzee hundꝛed 
ſoꝛts of diſeaſes, wherby mis body may be 
troubled, as ſome haue well noted. If there 
beſo manp diſeaſes, howe many other ill 
chances thinkeſt thou wil there be ok other 
things, of frends, ſinally of the mind it ſelf, 
which is the pꝛincipal ſubiect of all euils, 
the onely receptacle ofſozrow and euills? 
Moꝛeouer the fozce & feeling ok euils is 
ſo much moꝛe increaſed, by howe much the 
ſtate is greater æ moze wozthy, who as po⸗ 
uertie, ignominie, & all ill chaunces, ſeeing 
they map euen ſodenly come, & do all hang 
as it were by a ſclender thꝛead, muſt needs 
bee feared euery houre, no otherwiſe then 


that ſwoꝛde, which Dionple þ cyzanhoong 7: eng 
ouer the head of his gueſt, Nowe whatſoe- great 10 


uer ol theſe do not come, it is to be tounted 


B it, 


comfort Us, 
CF Moone Vs 


ts loue and 


praiſe God; 
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1 Conſolations for tlem 
that we be- here compelled to ſay with Jeremie: It ia 
ing in dan thzough the mercies ofthe Loꝛde that we 
ger of ſo are not deſtroped. Foꝛ whatſoeuer of them 


| 
| 
| 


many euils, 


few or none duch not chaunce, it chaũceth not, the right 
come vnto hand of the Pigheſt letting oꝛ pꝛohibiting 
v5. it, which mightely pꝛeſerueth vs on euersß 
ſide as it is declared in Job, ſo that Satan 
and euils doe euen as it were grudge and 
beare it vnpatiently that they are ſo reſtrai⸗ 
ned te pꝛohibited. Me ſee then hom ſweet⸗ 
ly the Lo2d is to be loued, as often as ans 
| thing ch aunceth vnto vs, fozalmuch as by 
- this one euil our moſt louing father admo- | 
niſheth vs to conſider howe many enills | 
are ready to aſſaile vs, if he did not tap and | 

let them: as if he ſapde : Satan and a huge 
beape ol euills deſtre to ſiſt thee:but J haue 
ſet bounds to the ſea, and haue ſayd vnto it, 
| hitherto ſhal thy ſwelling waues come, and 
Death Ve here ſhal they ſtap,as he ſaith in Joh chap. 
1 San 28. So that by his goodnes and reſtraint, 
certaine e- few enills o2 none come vnto vs: howbeit 
wil to come, that which of all terrible things is ſayd to 
yerche time yg the greateſt, namely death, ſhall moſt 
e certainely come, and nothing is moze vn⸗ 


of moſt vn. Textaine then the houre thereof. Which e- 


cer:aine, Uill is ſo great; that we lee that many — 
| ; ad | 
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men krom ſinnes, to make the wozlbe con⸗ 
tenitible, to lighten ocher ſuflerings and a 
uills „ & to comtoꝛt che afflicted by cumpa⸗ 


That labor and are laden. 9 


euills, then they being ended to dye once. 
And to this one the Scripture allo, where⸗ 
as it contemneth the reſt; referreth feare, 


| ſaping:; Rememberthe end and thon ſhalt 


neuerdoamille. 

Powe many meditattons , howe many 
bookes, howe many meanes and remedies 
are oꝛdained fo2 the auopding of the grie⸗ 


uoulneg of this euill ſo that with the only 


remembꝛaunce thereof it is vſuall to'frap 


ring theit euils wich ſo hoꝛrible t great an 
euill, which ſhall at one time oz other of ne⸗ 


| ;refſitierome. There is no man, hs would 


not wiſhe to ſuffer all euills, if thereby he 
might auovde the euill of death. This the 
Satnctes'alſo haue feared: this Chzift ſuf: 

fered wich feare and ſweatlike dzoppes of 
blood. So that che diuine mercp hath bene 
bare full to ſtrengchen a comſoꝛt the weake 
x faintharted in nothing moze thent in this 
euill as we ſhall ſee hereafter. 
As fox Chziſtians they haue a ſpeciall 
ud p20per cauſe co feare the cuill co come, 

B til, 


had rather live euen with all the fozeſapd. - - 
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Io Conſolations for them 
hat eu mhith exceedeth all the ſoꝛeſayed euills: 
to come this is that which the Apoſtle ſetteth foꝛth 
Ebriſtians I. Coz. 10. ſaying: Let him that thinkech 
. he ſtandeth, take heede lealt he fal. So ſlip⸗ 
perie is the way, ſo mightie is the enemie, 

being armed with our own pꝛoper ſtrẽgth 

(that is, with the aydes of the fleſhe and of 

© alleutill affections) accompanied with infi- 
nite bands # companies of the wozld, with 
delights and pleaſures on the righthande, | 

with troubles and the euill wils of men on 
the left, beſide that art, a thouſand wapes 
to hurt, ſeduce, and deſtrop, whereof he is 
moſt ſkilfull. Me liue ſa that ms are not 
ſure of our good purpoſe ſo much as a ma⸗ 
ment. Cypꝛian ſpeaking of many ſuche 
things in his epiſtie of moꝛtality, tearhetb | 
that death is to be wilhed as a ſpedg heiner 
to auopde theſe euills. 
True chri- And fo2 the moſt parte men that be wiſe | 
_ #-ans con- in derde, and dodite]y reuolue in their mind 
abel, theſe infinite perils of hell;we ſee thom,ve- 

piſing life and death, chat is allthe atoze- | 


that they 


hh be de- land euills, wiſh tobe loſed; that they may 
"din #5 be alſoloſed from this euill of ſinnes wher⸗ 
the euill of inthey are, as we haue faid in the feſt cbap⸗ 


Hine. ter, and into which they may fall, whereof 
we 
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we ſpeake nowe. And ſurely theſe are two 
moſt weighty reaſons, to moue vs not one⸗ 
ly to wiſh fo death , but alſo to contemne 


all euills, not to beare one euill onely light⸗ 
ly. Foz what true Chꝛiſtian will not wiſh 
euen to dye, and not onely to be ſicke, w 
ſieeth and ſeeleth, that be while he liuet 
in bealth, is defiled with ſinnes, and conti⸗ 
nually map and daylp doth fall into moe, 


and ſo; without intermiſſion doth contrarie 


to the moſt; louing will of his moſt louing 


Father? Mich this vehemencie of indi⸗ 


gnation Paule beinge moued (as it is de⸗ 
clared Rom. 7.) when he had complayned 
that he did not the good which he woulde, 
e but ehe eulll which he wonlde not, eryen 
bout: O wzetched man that J am, who 
hall peliuer-me; from the bodye of this 


death? The grace of God, ſayth he, by Je: 


i | | fus Chziſt, cc. He litle loueth God his 


Father, who doth not choole rather the e⸗ 


Bill ol death, then this euill of —— 


ing that he hath oꝛdapned death herevnto 
that this euill map at the laſt haue an end, 


and death may be che miniſter of life and 


— whereofthal he ſpoken lere 
er. | 
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12 Conſolations for them 


The third chapter of the third conſidera · 


tion, which is of the euill paſt 
odr behind vs. 
ber moꝛe then in 5 reſt notably chi⸗ 
1 Ineth the ſweete mereye of God the fas 
ther, which is able to comfogt vs in all our 
Mie ſhall diſtreſſe. Fo; euerie man neuer feeleth the 


hen chief- hande of God moze pꝛeſent vpon him, then 
4 perceive when he calleth to minde the peares of his 
ze gooter life paſt Saint Auguſtine laith: If a man 


in 7 ſhoulde ch doſe either to dye, 02 to leade as 
;he care Kaine his life paſt, he would chooſe rather 
which he to die. c onſider ing ſo great perils't euills; 
hath ouer which he hath ſtarce and hardly auoyded 
3 Mhich ſaying is molt true, il it be well e 
if: p48. duely weyed; Fo2 here a man may e, low 

blten he hath without his owne ſtudpez 

without his owne care, pea without and 


contrary to his deſire, done @ ſuffrev many 
things, wherof he did not ſo muchas chinke | 


deloꝛe they were done, od in doing ſhat the 
woꝛke being ended, then meruelling with 
bim ſelle he is firſt tompelled ts ſay: Hom 
hath it come to paſſe 5 N haue dons theſe 
= -  thinges, which J did not thinke on, oz 
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That labor and are laden. 13 
thought of other things? ſo þ the pꝛouerbe 
is true: Man purpoleth, but God dilpoſeth, 
pts, altereth, c bzingeth to paſſe an other 
thinge then man purpoleth; that euen in 
this one thing we can not dente, that our 


life and actions are gouerned directed, 


not by our owne wiſedom, but by the mar⸗ 


uelous power, counſell, æ goodnes of God. 
whereby we may perceiue how often God 
hath bene w vs, when we neither ſawe no 
is felt it, and hom truely Peter ſayd: Caſt all 805 


your care on him, foꝛ he careth fo2 pou. 


apple of his eye, he hath led him about, and 


e karied him on his ſhonlders, And * | 
| pon cametholeſapinges in the Plalter: _ 
temember the time paſf,'Arhedicate in all 


tp wozks;yea J do meditate in the wozks 
or "thy handes: I will remember the wore 


| — TWherefoze il there were no bookes no: 

ſermons; pet our life it ſelfe led though ls 

| many euills and perills; if it be well conſi- 

| Dered; doth abunditly commend the goods 

nes of God to be pꝛeſent wich vs, and moſt 
ſweete vnto vs, who hath farre otherwiſe 

then we either thought oz felt, boꝛne vs as 

it were in bis boſome, and as Moſes ſayth 
Deut. 3 2: The Loꝛd hath kept him as the 
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14 Caonſolations for them 

ders of olde; And againe: J remembzed 

thy tudgements of old, and haue bene com- 

ure ought OUED, All theſe and ſuch like ſayings tend 
exely rs tO this end that we ſhould know, that if we 
be comfor- ee h God was then pꝛeſent with vs, when 
ted in the Me did not thinke thereof, neyther he did 
preſens cu ſęeme to be pꝛeſent, we ſhould not dout but 


— 


py cy Zn (hathe.is nome alſo pꝛeſent, when he ſee- 
how many Weth vnto vs to be abſent. Fo he that pꝛo⸗ 
ei/ls God tected and pꝛeſerued vs in many neceſſi⸗ 
hath preſer ties without our, owne-care oz thinkinge 
v e. * thereof, he J faxe will not foꝛſake vs in a 
n ſmall matter alchough he ſceme to foꝛſake 
vs, acco2ding as he ſayth in Eſai: A litle 
while haue Y faꝛſaken thee, but wich great 
mercikulneſſe hall J take thee vnta me. 
Pereunto thou mapſt adde: Aho hath had 
care of vs ſo many nightes when we ſlept⸗ 
who was carcfull fo2 vs as often as we las 
bozed, plaied, and did infinite other things, 
wherein we were nothing carefull fo2 our 
eines? 15 £4920 man 
Thus we ſee how al our care, whether we 
Vip God will oz na, muſt be referred to God alone, 


1 


femmes we being bery ſeldom leſt to aur owne cole 


* 
— 


Le anne ſell o tare, which notwithſtanding P Lond. 


sur om ne 


care, be ſgmetime doth, that he map teach vs to ac⸗ 
knowledge 
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That labor and are laden. 1 
knowledge his goodnes, that we may Per- „i [e/fe 
ceiue howe muche difference there is be⸗ ſeeming 
twene his care c ours, Ulherefoze he ſome tr care 
time ſuffreth ſome light ſicknes 02 other e · * 
uill to come vnto vs, making ſemblãce that 
he hath no care of vs (foꝛ in dede there is no 
time when he careth not foꝛ vs) notwith⸗ 
ſtanding he doth in the meane ſeaſon pꝛo⸗ 
hibit e let, that ſo many euills as are ready 
to aſſaile bs, doe not together on euery ſide 
come violently vpon vs, that he may try vs 
as moſt deare childꝛen whether we wil cs 
mit aur ſelues to his care being knowne of 
vs through all the reſt of our life, & marke 
how vnp2ofitable & impotẽt our owne care 
ts. Foz what doe we p2ofit our ſelues o2 
what can we pꝛolit our ſelues in al our life, 
who in a litie while can not cure c remedie 
one onelp paine at ſome part ofthe body? 

d hy then are we ſo careful being moles 
fed w ſome ane peril oꝛ euil, do not leaue 
p careto him worn as aur life it ſelfe being 
wirnes, we ara kept and pzeſerued in ſo 
man euills without our owne labour oz 
trauelle To know c duely to tonſider theſe 
things, is to know woꝛ ks of God, to me; 
ditate in his woꝛks, by the remembzance 
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16 Conſolations for them 

of them to be comfozted in aduerſitie and 
troubles: But they that are ig noꝛant here⸗ 

_ of ſhall fall into that which is mentioned 

Plal, 29. Becauſe they haue not vnder 

ſtood the wozkes of the Loꝛd, noꝛ the ope⸗ 

ration of his handes, thou ſhalt bzeake 


them downe, and not builde them vp. Foz 


they are bnthankeful foꝛ all the care which 


God hath taken foz chem in all cher life, 


ta him fo? alicle while, 


The! fourth chapter of the fourth —— 
kation, which is of the euill be: 
neath vs. 


A2 Spet we haue ſeene no other in all the 
euills which we ſuffer, hut chat good⸗ 
nes of God is ſo great, and ſo pʒeſent with 
vs, that among innumerable euuls, where⸗ 
with we are compaſſed in this life,  wher- 
in we are euen impꝛiſoned q ſcarce a verie 
fewe, and thole not at all times ate ſuffered 
to aſlaile vs, ſo that euery pꝛeſent euill 
wherewich we are troubled, is but an ad 
uerciſement of certaine great avuauntage, 
which we haue * the ** of 


who do not commit the care of chem ſelues 


N. 


2 


e re 


| God, whiles he ſuffereth vs not to be op- 


That labor and are laden. 17 


pꝛeſſed with the multitude of euils where⸗ 
with we are compaſſed. Foꝛ what maruell 
is it if one be aſſailed with infinic blowes . 
be touched with ſome one alone: yea it is a 
grate that he is not ſtricken with al, a mar⸗ 


uell that he is not ſtricken with many. 


Nowe the firſt of the euills that are be- The ell 


neat hs, is death, the ſecond, hell. If we beneath vr 
conſider the ſhamefull and vile death of o⸗ t they 


are, & hom 


thers, wherewith ſinners are punithed, we le 
ſhall eaſily perceiue with bowe great ad: .,,,/,, 5 
uauntage we ſuffer leſſe then we haue de⸗ be conf- 
ſerued. Foꝛ how many are hanged, dꝛow⸗ deraien of 
ned, o ſtricken with cheſwozd,whtch per: ef 
haps haue committted farre leſſer ſinnes 
then we, ſo that their death and miſerie is 

ſet befo2e vs of Ch1iſt as a glaſſe, wherein 

we map ſee what we haue deſerued: as 

Luke. 13. when cert aine ſhewed him of 

the Galileans, whole blood Pilate had 


mingled with their lacrifices; he aunſwe⸗ [th 
red:ſuppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were 9 
greater ſinners then the other Galileans, * 
becauſe they haue ſuffered-fuche thinges? 2 
I tell pou, nap: but except ye amend pour 8 


„ 3 r 3 


uues, ve ſhal all likewile periſh, Oz thinke 


How we 
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pou that thoſe eighteene, vpon whom the 


tower in Siloam fell, and llue them, were 
ſinners aboue all men that dwell in Jeru⸗ 


falem* J tel you, nay: but except ye amend 


pour liues, ye ſhal all likewiſe periſh ; Fo2 
we may not thinke that leſſer euils are due 


vnto vs, who haue committed greater oz 


like ſinnes. Neither will the juſtice and 


truth of God be vniult & falſe fo2 vs, who 
hath determined to giue to euery man ac 


coꝛding to his deedes. 
Mozeouer, in hell, x eternall damnation 


may tale howe many thouſand are there, who haue 


comfort by 
conſidera- 
rion of the 
ſecond euill 


not committed che thouſandth part of our 
ſinnes! how many virgins are there, chil⸗ 
dzen, e they whom we call innocents ? how 


_ beneath vs, many religious men, ꝛieſtes, cc. who in 


their whole life ſemed to ſerue God, & per- 
happsthzough {ome one fall are puniſhed 
fo2 euer? Here mult be no diſſembling, tbe 
iuſtice of God is 5 ſame in euery ſinne, he 


hateth c condemneth ſinne alike in whont- 


ſoeuer it be found. Doe we nat here ſee the 
ineſtimable mercy of God, which hath not 
condenined chem who haue ſo often deſer- 
ned it? Howe muche, J pꝛape pou , is ic 


which Wh can (uffer evenin all our life, in 
S reſpece 


3: 


= 4 hem * 
"* 


Tpꝛus # Sidon at the day of iudgement, 
| then fo2 vou. And thou Capernaum which 
| arelifted vp vnto heauen , ſhalt be bzought 
! downe to hell: fo2 if the great wozkes 
which haue bene done in thee, had bene 
done among them of Sodom, they had re⸗ 


That labor and are laden. 19 
reſpect of the eternall puniſhment, which 


they ſuffer hauing deſerued it perhaps by 


one offence, we in the meane time being 
free, and ſaued from many ſinnes which 
God paſſeth ouer and remitteth? There- 


as we do not regard theſe benefitsof God, 


o2 make light actoũt of them it is thꝛough 
vnthankfulnes @ a certaine ſenſeles hard 


nes of incredulitie. 


PHereunto mozeouer are to bee referred 


| fomany Jufidels, Gentiles, Jewes, vnto 
whom if thole things had ben ginen which 
| are giuen to vs, they had bene, not in hell, 

but in heauen, and had farre leſſe ſinned, 
| Examples hereof Chziſt ſecteth beköze 
| our eyes Matth. vi. ſaping: Mo be to thee 


Cozazinz Wo be to thee Bethlaida: foz 


If the great wozkes which were done in 
| you, had bene done in Tyzus and Sidon, 
they had repented long agone in ſackrloth 


e aſhes; but J ſay to pou, it ſhalbe eaſter fox 
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mained to this day:but J ſap vnto pou, that 
tit ſhalbe eaſier fo2 them of the land ol S0- 
dom in the day of iudgement, then fo thee, 
e lee therefoze what great pꝛaiſe & loue 
we owe to our moſt gracious God, in eue⸗ 
ry euill of this life, foꝛ that we taſt ſcarce of 
one dꝛop of them which we haue deſerued, 


ſande ofthe ſe. 


The fit chapter of the fiſt conſideration, 
; Which is of the euill on the left hand. - | 


Here we mut ſet befoze our eyes that 
Igreat companie ol aduerſaries and euil 
Theſiſ: men, and in them we muſt firſt conſider, 
_ e that they haue not done that euill to our bo⸗ 
confdera- dy ſubſtãce, fame, ſoules, which they would 
nion of the haue done, ik God had not ſtayed & reſtrai⸗ 
= as 5 ned them: and the higher calling and ſtace 
unfrei that one is placed in, to ſo many moe de⸗ 
ve v3, Cceits, ſubtle deuiſes, ſclaunders & troubles 
of the aduerſartes is he ſubiect, in al which 
be may perceiue & feele the pꝛeſent hande 
of God. What maruell is it then if we be 
ſometime touched with ſome one ? 


Secondly cheir owne euills are to be 


con- 


which Job comparech to the ſea, and to the 


es ö 
a 


| 
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tonſideren ot vs alſoznot that we ſhouldre: 7he/econd || 
ioice at them, but that we ſhould haue cam: mer 19 
paſſion on them. Nowe they allo ate ſub = i 
iert coallcheſameenils,whereuncoweare by — 4 
ſübiertz as it may be eaſily perceined bp the ing che e- 
f | fomercliderations, owbeit herein they len be 
ö 

; 


N IS a OD. 


arenivzemiſerablethen we, that they are 1 bande. 


| antofourocietie,as well coxpozallasſpt: 
ritual. Fox this euit which we fuffeyts no 
ting in compariſon of chat, that theyntiue 
in ſinnes, in inſidelitie vnder the wach ol nx 
| Gupzvnder.thedominion of che deuilz moſt 2 
milerable ſlaues of vngodlines and ſtnne; * 
ſtr tha if the whole woꝛlde ſhoulde türſe x 
| | then; (troulde wiſhe them no wozſe' All 4#- 
whirhlif we dos thzuughiy perceine we * 
- | Hatlbaiſoppreeiue; wich how great fauour 13 
and bleſfing of Sonmes lining in faith, in 18 
ſcde tingdonm of Chili inthe ſervice 1 
od der ſuffer ſome licleeuilot᷑ the bob 1 
umwich im ſo great ptentie nf mut excellent 1 
1 things could not be ſo much as feld yea | & 
their miſeris aumhe co dee ſſo 10 x 
7 — — hart, 
— — FTE 3 
; fi oh | a 


22 .'Confolationsfortheni 
but euery man an the things ol othermen⸗ 
LTetyhᷣ ſanie mind be in pou, that was even | 
in Stift Jeſug ; mid being in the forme 


of Gad, toake on him che forthe of a ſer» | 


uam, cc. That is, with moſt louingatfe | 
tttion he tooke on him our fozme, brhauing 

him ſelte no other nuſe in our eus chen 
then had bene hislowne, ſo, as it were fan 
getting his owne good: thinges, and m 
king him ſelfe. of no reputation; chat ie 
might be found altogether made like vnts 
mon, ſiyffering theeatlls chat be incident es 
man foꝛ our lakes. dp 
pe Sainctsbeing animacedifip chis af | 
Eeccionand by this example ſtirredp are 
wont ta pꝛaneuti fa the entllsoficheinies | 
nemiea, æ ta bo all things arrom im ch ii 
example of Chziſt, fangetting their ant 
Wirries0:righteokints;cobecarefubbow | 
they maye deliuer them from ihtireiulias 
wr mith they are wut compar iam mie 
exoubled then w their ane, as Meterunt'ꝰ 
tethof Let Hort. 23 mh dwoled:awonir 
threat v1 which went bi — 
frombap covapebihacibriaintullvetdes; 

Thiaxſeeft.nomd owe deepe a. pit ni 
ayſls here gibs ba. | 


JJC od So gon ⅛ ͤͤẽ A ae ben 
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That labor and are laden. 23 
fon to take pity and compaſſion, & to foʒ⸗ 
get aur d wie ſmall euil, if the loue ol God 


de invs thou ſeeſt allo how litle God-pers 


mittetiy vs to ſüffer in reſpecte of thoſe 


| thingss wp ich they ſuffer But wherbas „i, ;,- 


theſe things vo lifle mou vs, ihe cauſe is, l. of our 
fo) that tod eye of the hart is not ſuſficient ierſen ier 
cleare; whereby we thouldſee hom grent p <4 il | 
tgnominte and nilſetioof man is lying bis nee 
det finite, that is; being” ſeparate” from 
God, ein ſubiection vader che deuill . Fox 
who'is fo hard hatced, wa he ig not great 
lymoued with pitte and compaſſiou dt he 
miletabie light of thom that lye in che poꝛ⸗ 
ehes dk Churches, & in the ſtteetes; their 
Laces being gnawne , thetr noles and eßbes 
taten with coxapetowy,-and theilt orden 
menibers walked with fülch and rottenne z 


much 1efeican p tie abide to behold it / But 


what doch God intend und purpoſe by theſe 


miſerablt creatures, who baue like fleſh ad 
we haue and are dur bzethzen like vnto bs, 


dur wache map open che eies of our mind 


hereby we may ſee in howe moꝛe oughly. 
#ſozethe filth and copruption\of the ſouls. 
of & fimey K be clothed 
* 'Z3 ll. | 


24 Conſolations for them 
with purple and gold, and adozned with ro⸗ 
ſes and lillies, as though be were a ichilde 
ol Maradiſe. But howe many; ſianens are 
there in the wozlde, to one of them mhoſe 


bodies are ful of filchy and coꝛrunt lozes</; | 


Nowtheſe euills which are infinice as 

well in greatnes as in multitude being 
tontemned oꝛ not regarded in our neigh: 
bgurg, this contempt is the cauſe that aur 


© ne euiſl being euen one ok the leaſt; fozts | 
ſcemethvntovs:to.be very great and chat | 

„ we chinke chat no other are trouhled wick 
Eulen the like. But it muſt nerdes be that enen 
© in outwaxde euiſis alſa they are in ο q, 


ſpect of ou 


ward ouills ene then we. hat, Ipzay vou, ran be de: 
caſe then glbeit they haue and enioy all thinges that 
the god". they deſire, hen as their conſcience can 


not he quiet! Is there a mofe gte es 


kev are like the paging {ea that can noc 


reſt, whole water ſometh with tber my 
and grauell : euen ſo the micht daun ng. 


peace ſapch Gad a d abꝛerefeꝛe thou mapſt 


ſee that beriſied in them which is mitten 
theeanbit | 
quiet 


: Deut. 28: The:Lazthallgiue 


nil then the crouble: of a ſtinging renſe 
ence? Foꝛ Eſai ſapth chan. S The wiee | 


* 
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ſo carefull fo the euills of others, koꝛget⸗ 


and cenſider all the euills of euillmen, et 


| onely foꝛget his owne euills, and ſeeme 


That labor and are laden. 25 
uiet hart, and daſing eyes, and ſozrowe of 
ain d lle walbang in doubt befoze 
thee: thou lhalt feare both day and night, 
and ſhalt haue none aſſurance of thy lyfe. 
In ÿ moꝛning thou ſhalt ſap, Moulde God 

it were night: and at night thou ſhalt ſap, 
Moulo God it were mozning, fo2 feare ok 
thine hart wherewith thou ſhalt be territi- 
ed, and becauſe of choſe things which thou 
chalt ſee with thine epes, © 

Bziellp, if one did with due affection ſee 


ther of enemies oꝛ frendes, he woulde not 


vnio him ſelfe to ſuffer nothing, but alſo 
wich Boles and the Apoſtle Paule earne- 14 
ſly withe that he might die foꝛ them, and BY 
be raſed out ofthe booke of life, and ſepa: 1 
rate from Chziſt, as it is wiitten Rom. 9, 1 


that they might be delivered. Chziſt bur⸗ | L 
ning with chis3eale and inflamed affectt- 'v 
von died foz bs, and deſcended into hell, lea⸗ by | 


uing vs an example, that we alſo ſhould be 
ting quite our owne , pea deſirous of our 'F 


gune. 


26 ute 


The bit chapterof the f xt. confiderd 
; which! is of the euill 60 ther right. 3 
or” Tos hande. 


O2 the right bande are dur frendes, 9 "by 
Hove we whoſe euills S. Peter teacheth that 
"9-45 our euil may be mitigated 1. Pet. 5:Reſiff 
. the Deuill, ſayth he, ſtedfaſt in the faptb, 


tion of the knowing that the ſame alfflictions are ac⸗ 
euill on the compliſhed in pour bꝛethꝛen which are in 


145 band the world. The Church alſo deſireth in ber 


pꝛayers, that being pꝛonoked and ſtirred 
vp by the examples of the Saincts, it may 
imitate the vertue ok their patient ſuffe* 
ring, x lingeth after this ſoꝛt, Howe great 
tozments be 
that they might attaine lately to the virto 
rie of martyꝛdom © 

By which woꝛds g ſinging of y Church 
we vnderſtand, that the feaſt2s, memozies, 
and names of Sainctes are celebzated fog 
this cauſe among other, that we may be 
ſtirred vp and encouraged to beare þ ſame 
euills which they haue boꝛne. By which 
meanes if they be not wozſhipped, al other 
kind of wozſhipping them can not be with⸗ 
out een z as there be many who ce⸗ 


ts lebꝛate 


aue all the Sainctes ſuffered, 


Vs 
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loebꝛate tbeſe things, that they map not ſuf 
ker threuil which the Saincts by their ex- 


That labor andareladen, 27 


ample e memozie teach ta be ſuffered, + 5 


thep may be vnlike them, whoſe feafts they 


haue chit they may become like vnto them. 

Hut the Apottle voth moſt excellently of 
all handle this place af camfoꝛt in the 1 2, 
chapter at the epiſtle ta the Hebꝛews, ſan⸗ 
ing: Yehane not pet reſiſted vnto blood, 
ſtriuing againſt ſinne: c pe haue foꝛgotten 
the conſolation; which ſpeakech vnto you 
as vnto childꝛen:My ſonne, deſpiſe not the 
cbaſtening of the Logo, neither faint when 
thou art rebuked ol him. Foꝛ whũ the Loꝛn 
loueth, be chaſteneth: he ſcourgeth euern 
ſonne that be receiueth. Ik ye endure cha⸗ 
ſtening, God offercth him ſelf vnta you as 
vnto ſonnes: foʒ what ſonne is he, whom 
the Loꝛd chaſteneth not? If therfoze ye be 
mithout cozrection whereof all are parta- 
kers, then are pe baſtardes and not ſonnes. 
MPozeouer we haue had the fathers of our 
bodies whichcoprected vs, c we gaue the 
reuerence:ſhould we not much rather be in 
ſubiectian vnto the father of ſpirits, þ. we 
might liue Mom na chaſtiſing foz p pꝛeſene 
_— ta be topaus, but gricuous: but af+ 


C tiit, 
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28 Conſolations for them 
terward it bꝛingeth the quiet fruite ofrigb⸗ 


teouſnes vnto them which arethereby ep 1 


ereiler. Thus much ſayth Paule. 


ho would not be terrified. with theſe 


wozdes of Paule, where he erp2eflp: affir: 
meth, that they are not the ſonnes of God, 
which are without the coxection of God? 
And who can be moꝛe ſtrongly confirmed, 
E moꝛe effectuallp tomfoꝛted, then he chat 
heareth that they are loued of the Lozde 
which are chaſtened of him, that they are 

ſonnes, that they haue communion with al 

che Satnctes, and that not they alone doe 

ſuffer ? This vehement exboꝛtation is able 

to make chaſtening and coꝛrection euen as 

There miable and to be loued. either is here as 
ought not mp plate fo excuſe, fo2 that ſome doe fufs 
22 fer lighter euills, ſome thoſe that be moze 
5 fa grieuous, foz euerp one is tried atcoꝛding 
ring , be- to meaſure, not aboue his ſtrength, as it is 

cauſe all ſapd Plal.8So: Thou ſhalt feede them with 
ſeeme not the bzead of teares , and giue them teares 
zo ſuffer to dꝛinke with mealure. The ſame Paule 


ale. allo ſapth: God is faithfull, which willnoc | 
ſuffer you to be tempted aboue that you be | 


able, but will euen giue the iſſue with the 


centation, that pe map be able to beare it. 
Where 


a 
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e 


| wasznazfo2 the peoples ſake, but at the re- 


| allouremll; Where was God here, who 
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Wheretherefoze there ig a greater euill, 
there are moe meanes to eſcape out of 
tentation, and moꝛe helpe, ſo that the in⸗ 
equalitie A fuffering: is rather in 3 
rance then inverp deede 
Doch not the example of John Baptitt A notable 
whole feaſt we celebꝛate at this day that he _ of 
was beheaded of Herode, greatly amaze 5 „%. 
vs all, itharſogreata man, then whome a —_ * 
greater hath not riſen amonge them that diligently 
are begotten of women, the ſpeciall friend 10 . mn - 
of the bzidegrome, b fozerminerof Chailt; © 
greater then all the Þ2ophets;/that ſuch a 
one J ſap, was not put to deach at the leaf 
by publike iudgement, was not at the leaf 
accuſed of ſome: fapned crime, as Chꝛiſtt 


queſt ol the daughter of an harlot which 
had daunced befo2e-Derode, was beheaded 
in the pꝛiſon? The ignominious death of 

this one Sainct, and his life ſovilely and 

after ſo vuwoꝛthy a ſoꝛt yeelded vp into the 
handes of a moſt malicious and cruell a⸗ 
dultreſſe , ought to lighten and aſſwage 


might ſee ſuch things / where was Chꝛiſt, 
90 hearing this, did quite hold his 


30 .'Catfolationsforthem 
Pe dieth as though be werevnknowne bn; 
to God, men, and all creatures. di hat does 
we ſuffer, wherein I will nat ſay we man 
boaſt, hut not at ali be troubled, if itbe com⸗ 
pared to the death of this man? Q where 
ſhall we appeare, ił we wil ſuffer nothing, 
when as ſa great men do bndeſcruedly ſul⸗ 
fer lo ſhamefull and ignominious death, 
and their bo dies are macked and ſcoꝛnen 
bf their enemies after their death?Behold, | 
ſapth the Loꝛd in Jeremie, they that men 
thought were vnmeete to dꝛinße of the cup 
haue dꝛunke with the firſt, thinkeſt thou 

then to be free ? No no, thai ſhalt neither 

he quit noʒ free, but thoumuſbd2inke alſo, 
fene, Rigbtiy thexfoze din that Eremite, who 
wy kf when he had bene ſicke euery yeare, being 
at the laſt one whole peare in hralch, mas 

very ſozowlul and wept bitterly, ſaying 
that God had fo2gatten him, æ denied vnto 
vim his grace; So neceſlary and wholſom 
is the chaſtiſing of the Lowe to all Chzi⸗ 


The ſuffe- ſtians. | 4530 Tiff FT 4 
ring: of the + Mherefoꝛe we ſhall ſee that it is licle oz 


Saunél re- nothing which we ſuffer, if we cider how. 
cable 2 the Sainces were thzuft vnder the naples 
52 with ſharye pyicks how they, were impzie | 
dercd. 564 ſoned, | 


| | my ſuffering is not comparable to the ſuf- 
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| ſoned,flaine with the ſwozd, burned, toꝛne 
in peeces w wild beaſts, & ſuffered infinite 
| otherto2ments:yeaifwedoebut weyß ten⸗ 
| tations ofthem which are pꝛeſent with vs 
in this life, and ſuffer moſt grieuous perſe⸗ 
tutions of the deuill. Foꝛthere are which 
ſufler moꝛe ſharpely and grieusuſly then 
iS we doe, as wel in ſpirit as in box. 

Same ſay here: This A lament, that 


| ferings ofthe Saincts, becauſe I am a ſin⸗ 

ner, x not wozthy to be compared w them. 

They ſuflered fo2 their innacencie, I ſuffer 

foꝛ my ſinnes, wherefoꝛe it is no maruell if 

they ſuffered all things cheerefully; This F 

is a pery vnwiſe ſaying. Fo? if thou ſufs a_ = 

fer foz thy ſinnes, thou muſt retoyce , that ,, — 

thy ſinnes areſcoured: were not » Saincts »- fo ta- 

alſo ſinners? But feareſt thou that thou art Y m- 

like Herode x the theele on the left hande? — * 

Thou art not, if thou bee patient: foz [offerings 
what made difference betweene tbe theele / „he 

on the left band and him on the right, but $4n#-. 

patiente in fapth ? If thou bee a ſinner, 

well, the theefe was a ſinner alſo, but by 

patience he attained to the gloʒy ot righte⸗ 

dulues and ſanctitie: which het thou mailt 


mz. 
- 
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F inally 


foze there is no exruſe remayning 


as ſoone as thou haſt faithfully confeſſen 
that thou doeſt ſuffer iuſtly fo2 thy ſinnes, 
thou att righteous and holy, as the theefe 


on the rigbt hande. Foz the confeſſion ol 


fuche confeſſion thou doeſt not ſuffer fo2 


ſufferings of the Sainctes, euen as thy 


chem: fo2 there is one faith of all, one cons 
feſſion ofſinnes, one ſuffertng of euills, and 
one true communton of Saincts in all and 


00 ou . 
2 gy Tha 


actainevnto alſo, doe likewiſe as he div. 
Fo2 thou canſt not ſuffer but thou ſhalt ſul⸗ 
fer either fo ſinnes, oz fo2 righteouſneſſe: 
either ſuffering doth ſanctilie r make blel | 
ſed, if thou loue it, and ſuffer in faith woher | 


ſinne, inaſmuch as it is of faith, doth iuſti⸗ 
fie and make holp, and ſo in a moment after 


finnes., but foꝛ innocencie: fo2 he that is 
righteous doech not ſuffer but innocently; | 
but thou art become righteous after faith. | 
ful confeſſion of thy woꝛthie ſuffering, and 
okthy ſinnes. Wiherfoze thy ſuffering may 
- truely and woꝛchily be compared to the 


confeſſion of thy ſinnes mape truely and | 
woꝛthely be compared to the confeſſton'of | 


— _ I — —_o wo PW = Y- 


ofis;the {ponle 
ts like uple ( that is, her wedicacion- i 
rd by the memozie or Chꝛiſtes paſſion.) 


ſweete, There is nothing that this pallion 


N are red,#tholgjare en 
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The ſcuench — ofthe 8 conf 
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Lan we mu li op our r hartonbivy'6 2 
aſeend vp the mauntaine ol myꝛre wich: 
the ſpouſe. Here is Jeſus Chyilt cruciſied, 75 cuil 
the bead af all the Sainctes, the chiefeof 5c vn e 


all that after. The memopie ul bimis com. . 
mended to che ſpo 
me as a ſeale vpon thine hart; & as a ſignet ian bercef 
| vpoythinearme, The blood of:this lambe =injirech. | 
being ſtriken on the poſtes ; ſuffereth not 


where it is ſund: Set conſidera 


the angell che deſlroyer to appzoch.Here« 
commended;that:herheate: 


This is the eree which Males was:coms 
maunded to caſt into the malers ol Parah; 
that ia, bitter paſſions ; then: mere made 


doth not make ſweete, euen death; as the 
ſpouſe ſaytha Mis lippes are like lillies, can. 5.14 
that dꝛoppe pure myʒrhe a Maus coucer« = 
ning this likenes of lillies and lippes, fo · 


7 | * | =? * 
r 


Conſolations for them 
ſurely ſhe ſpeakech myſtically, that the 
woꝛds of Chꝛiſt are moſt gentle and pure 
wherein is no cruell bitternes ozfpire, but 
are ſweete and mylde, which notwithſtan⸗ 
ding dꝛoppe and perſwade pure and pꝛin⸗ 
cipall myꝛre (chat eis moſt bitter death.) 
Theſe maſt pure l(weete lippes are abe 


to make moſt bitter death ( which as purrt 


mypꝛre taketch away at onte ali che ſtinckk 
ol ũnne)ſweete, mild, gentle, # acceptable; | 
..,Þawſhalchiscomeco paſſe ? Egen while | 
| "thou heareſtchar Jeſus: Chꝛiſt the Sonne 


ol Gods hath by his moſt holy ſuſfering 


conſecrated made holy all paſſions, euen 
death it ſelf;hath bleſſed malevictiony hath! | 
mlozified ignomintie, hath enriched Pouer® 
ty. So that veach-ts.compelledt6be 
af tbe; unlevleribn the beginning dfileſe | 
ſednes.ignominie the way to glozts.: Now 
ham canſt chou be ſo hard hartes Fviithiks = 
kulz that thou mouldeſt not euen : wiſh fo; s 
laue all the paſſions whith by mot pure! 
am hal ſleſh and blond of Ch ziſt are ſans | 
:.:Cfified, made harmeles, ane | 

andhappp vio ther? | 

-'Foptfbp: the touching ofhis motk pure 
delh he hath lauctified all waters to —4 
tilme, 


ar 
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tiſme. how much moꝛe by the touching of þ 

© | faniehis moſt pure fleſh and blood, hath he 
ſanactiſied all death, all ſufferings, all iniu⸗ 
tries, allſclaunders, all ignominie to pᷣbap⸗ 
tiſme ok the ſpirit oꝛ blood 85 he fayth of 
the ſame baptiſme of ſuffering Luke 12: 
mutt be baptiſed i a baptiſmie , @ howe am 


| grieued till it be ended?! Thon ſeeſt howe 
1 he is diſquieted, how he is grieued, hom he 
chu ſteth ta lanctiſie make anmable, paſs 
| ſions & death; nz he ſaw that we were ters 72 
_ | rifiedw@laſſivas;he ſam that we did greats . 
iy fears rad death. Therfoꝛt as a moſt 5 
| Lattingthepeheard, and faithfull phiſition, EF 
| minding to moderate this euilꝭ he makech 1 
| hath@withgtiefe veſtreth to die, c by ſuſte⸗ 3 
| ring to ebmgutrherfamnc unte ug. Sothas 7he dearh 'J 
| thedeath of a Chziltian is to be counted / cri 1 
| bkethebaifen ſerpent that ulrs (ef by," my 8 
which in euern reſpert reſemiued ß: fuunme 3 
of a ſerpeno;; but was wh elg aichout life; * 


without motion without denim; withulie 
ſtinging:cfothe righteous ſrome in pᷣ eyes 
| ofthe viwiſecadie, but they are in peace. 
e are like ta them that die, neither doch 
dur death apfeare any other wiſe then the 
deach ok others, notwichſtanding it is an 

SG 2702 
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other: thing; faz death is deade vnto vs. 
So allo all our other ſuſleringes are lihe 
the ſufferings of others,howbeic inappes! 
rance onely, but in verp-deede our {ſuffee 
rings are the beginnings of reſt, as death 
is the beginning of life. And this is thar 
which Chꝛiſt layeth Jahn 8 Af a man 
keepe mp woozdehe ſhall neuer fee death. 
Howe-commeth it to paſſe that he ſhallne· 
uer ſee it? becauſe he dying; begimeth to 


liue, ſo by reaſau ot the life mhich he ſeech | | 


he can nat ſee death Fox heitithe nigyht 
Hineth as the day, fozthatthefighcofthe 
life beginning is moze cleareʒ then ofuhe 
death ending Theſe thinges arte cercaing 
to all them that belerue in Chꝛiſt uk d 


--» «them that dae not belreue theptutt orhev« | * 


rh wile. 74 2d 22 ei 06301;0Dd6 10 03630 203 | 


TUherefoze ifthouwoubveſt kifley lone U 


and embꝛote be ruate af Chiſt; che ht 


ſells, wacerpocs; aud:wharſoewer:thinges | | 


Ch iſt hath touched, and/which:hehath ve 
ſed, ſoz moſtiſmeete relicksʒ as confrtraten 
by his touching aud vſing chem: hy det 


tbou nat much moze louez embꝛate & hiffs 
paynes;troubles of thewozlo'; igno mme - 
and death, nat url conſecrated by "I ons 

ching, 


ibm laldn. 37 


ching, but alſo: embzued and bleſſed with 
bis moſt pꝛeciaus blood,mezeouer emha⸗ 
ced w harty wil and exceeding loue, which: 
vehemently moued him thereunts? eſpeci⸗ 
ally ſeeing p in theſe chou haſt farre grea⸗ 
ter beneſits, rewards gan things, then 


inthoſe relicks. Foxbyccheſe thou obtays⸗ 
| Helfvictozie of deach and heltz and or all chy 


them O, ia man might 


| ſinnes, and not by 


haue beheld the hart of Chꝛiſt, — 8 
ging anche craſſe he was viſtreſſed, chat he 


might make death dead g conttptibie hai 


death &paynes, ham millingly he dꝛoonke 
alchis cup totheficke, that we alſu night 
notche afraide co dginke; thereof, while we 
| fee thatno euill, but oneiy good came unte 
bim-bp:riſings agate :/withour daubt it 
wouldbe pure myꝛte, diſtuling from his 
lippes, moſt pleaſaunt and ſweete, as the 
| ſauour and goodlines oſ che lillies. Pereof, 
| ſpeakethJaeterin his firſt. Epiſtle and 4. 
Fozaſmuch as Chꝛiſt hath ſuffe⸗ 

| vs in the fleſhe arme your: ſelues 
2 ike rich che ſarmieaminde.. And Paule 
| fapery Hebz.:22-» Confider him chat en⸗ 


| earneftiy + ſweetely heembeaced.deathis . 
paines to the fearful and them that dead 


< 
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mindes. 


 Wiherefozeifi in 8 conlſderati · 


aus, which are of things ſet as pet beneath 


vs oꝛ by vs, we haue learned to ſuffer euill 


patiently ſurely by this laſt, which is of 


bp our hartes buto Chꝛiſt, and being made 
Vat af. bictoꝛs oner all euills, are taught not onely 
Jection the to ſuffer them, but ta loue, wiſhe, ſeeke the, 
277 N Anvtthe farther a mau is of fromthis affe. 
aul alone c ton, of ſu much leſle foxce is the troſſe ot 
vr onghe co Clift in him, as it i in them that ble the 
breede in ſigne ofthe croſſe, and Chꝛiſtes paſlion as 
Vs, gainfteuilts and death y that then may not 
ſuffernd2 die, endeuozing to attatiezvnco 
that which ts quite contrarp co: the troſſe 


uenth conſideration, whatſoeuer tuill we 


ſuffer, muſt needes bee wallowed vy and 
conſumed, ſo that nom it doe not vnelp noe | 
grieue, but alſo delight, howbeu il this ci | | 


ſideration perſe the hart, and be th 
red in the inward affection of the mind 5 


Thus much concethi Aber wer blen 
15 ' the}aiter ellowerhs; 0 012% 


dured ſuche ſpeaking. againſt of ſinners, 
leaft ye ſhould be wearted and faint in pour 


thatpisnow-abone. not by vs, we lifting | 


and death af Chzift; Wherefozeby this/fe« | 


Ve : 


| 


That labor and are laden. 
VV E will deuide the ſecond table 
into ſeuen eonſiderations alſo; 
contrary to the former: whereof the 
firſt ſhall be of the inward good: The 
ſecondof that which is to come: The 
thirde of that which is paſte: The 
fourth of that which is Cn vs: 
| Thefift of that which is on the left 
hande: The ſixt of that which is on 
the right hande: The ſeuenth of that 


which is aboue vs; 


THE FIRST CHAPTER 


bofthe firſt conſideration, which 
is of the inward good, 


\S 10 


18 


7/0 #] thole good thinges onely 


Ho is able to number euen 
vo; Th which euerp one poſſeſſech 


1 the bodye? as beautie; ſtrength, health, 
- | quicknes of ſenſe, whereunto' in the male 
kinde may be added the moſte noble ſer; 


whereby he is lit to doe 3 
ö 1 


39 
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A in his one perſon ? Firſt The gte 
* how manp are the giftes of J he boch 


40 Conſolations for them 
pꝛiuate and publike, and to atchieue many 
notable expleptes, whereunto a woman is 


Howe we Vnapt. Mowe what a great matter is it, if | 


maye 505 by the bleſſing of God thou enioyeſt theſe 
comfort by excellent gifts ten, twenty, thirty peares 10 
47 pleaſure, + at the laſt art troubled in ſome 

one ot them fo2 the ſpace ot ten dayes ? It is 


gifies of 


the body. a common ſaping among notoztons offen- 
ders: It is but one ill howꝛes matter, and 
agayne , A good howze is worth an ill 
howe.Whac ſhal beſapdofvs, whoeniop | 
many good howzes, aud wil not ſuffer eutl 
ſo much as one howze ? Me ſee therefoze | 
in how great plentie we entoy the benefits 
of God, and with howe fewe euills we are 
ſcarce touched, at the leaſt the moſtofvs, | 
Dur moſt, gractous God not content wich 
theſe good thinges, giuech mozeouer ri⸗ 
ches, abundance of all things, ifnottoall, | 
ſurely to many, and to them eſpertallp that 
are weake to beare cuills. Foz as I haue 


ſapd befoꝛe, vpon whom he beſtoweth leſſe 


riches, oꝛ giftes of the body, vpon them he 
beſtoweth moe giftes of the mind, that all 
thinges may be equall, e he a iuſt iudge o 
all. Foz abundance of riches doth not ſa 
much comftoꝛt as a topful „ 


Thatlabor andare laden, 41 | | 
he giueth vnto ſome goodly chilozen,greac 18 
pleaſure, power, rule, bonour, fame, glo2Þ, 13 
fauour, cc. which if he permitte ta enioy a 
long time, yea but a (mall time, they will 
taſilyadmoniſh what is to be done in a liile 

Burt the giftesof the mind are mode ex⸗ ;;,,, „ 
cellent then all theſe, as witte, Knowledge, way be c- 

iudgement, eloquence, wiſedom, ; as in the /e 


other, ſo in beſtowing of theſe he vleth a 3 
ion of uHhe 


meane and equalitie, ſo that vpon mhom he fe - 8 
hach beſtowed moꝛe of theſe good thinges, * 3 'F 2 

he hath nat ther foze pꝛeferred them belozꝛ e 8 
others, vpon whom in ſtede of theſe he hath ö 4 
beitowed other of his giftes and bleſſings, 8 
Now in all theſe we muſt with thankeful⸗ 5 

nes acknowledge the large liberalitie and J 
bountifulnes of God, c comfoꝛt our infir- 3 
micy, that in the multitude & plẽty of goon iT 
things we do not maruell,if ſome ſharpnes 3 

be mingled ther with, ſeeing that to delicat * 
perſons neither roſted meate is liked with- 2 
but ſauce, neither almoſt any other meate, 2 
which eyther hath not ſome ſharpe taſte 3 
d it ſelle, oꝛ is tempered with ſome thinge 9 
that hath a ſharpe caſt, ſo vntollerable a WY 
| thinge icontinualland m_ [weetenes, + | 
11 ) lit, 0 
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that one ſayd rightly ; All pleaſure by cons 
tinuance maketh it ſelfe lotheſome. And an 
other layd: Pleaſure it ſelfe at the laſt is a | 
labour, euẽ becauſethis lite is moze weake, 
then that it is able without. the tempera⸗ 
ture of euills, to enioy onely good things 

by reafon of the ouermuch aboundaunce of 


good thinges, whereuppon hath riſen this 


p2ouerbe, The bones mult be ſtrong which 
ſhall beare good dayes, which pꝛouerbe | | 
oftentimes conſidering doe greatly mar- | 
uell, ſeeing mens mindes contrary to them 


ſelues, who ſeeke no other but good dayes, 
which notwithſtãding when they haue ob ⸗ 


tained, they can wozſe awap with them thẽ 
with euill. 
Nowe what other thing are we taught | 
hereby but that euen in the verie enemies 
ok the croſſe, the croſſe is maruelous, ſo | 
that by the meanes thereof all ought ta be 
tempered and ſanctiſied leaſt they periſhe, 
as fleſhe muſt be ſeaſoned with ſale, leaſt ie 
ſtincke and cozrupt,  - 
Why then doe we not moſt willinglp 
receiue this tẽperature ſent of God, which 
if he ſhould not ſend, our life which is not a⸗ 
ple continuallie to ſuffer pleaſures æ goon 


thinges, 


thinges, woulde pꝛocure it of it owne ac⸗ 
code? Me fee therefoꝛe howe truely the 
wile man ſayd af God: He-reacheth from 
one ende to an other mightely, and louing⸗ 
ly doth he oꝛder all things, If we thꝛough⸗ 
ly conſider theſe thinges, that alſo will a 
peare to be true which Moles ſaith Deut, 
32 Me hath bozne him on his ſhoulders, 


he hath caried him about, and kept him as 


| p apple of his eye. Mereby we map ſtoppe 


the mauthes ot chem which vnthankefullyß 


babble that there are moe euill then good 
thinges in this life, when as there are not 


wanting inlinite good thinges and lweete 
| commodities, but thep are wanting which 


ſhouldeſee + acknowledge them with him 
that ſayd: The earth is full of the goodnes 


ok the Loꝛde. And againe: The earth is 


full of his pzapſe . And fal. 103: The 
| earth ig full of thy riches: thou haſt made 
me glad by thy wozkes, Hereupon we days 
ly ſinge: Heauen and earth are full of thy 
| glozie. Why ſo? becauſe there are many 


good thinges whereby he map be pꝛayſed, 


| bowebeit of them onely which ſee and ac: 

knowledge this fulneſſe. Foz as we haue 

t in the firſt conlideration of euilla, that 
D iii. 


That labor and are laden. 43 


725 — — ann > 2.9 24." v 
42» — w< T> > wb. wW me" 4 NF * — v5 * 8 4 5 * Ow. QF, r * 


— => wv e_ncos 
(JT HS 


4Soriſolations or them 
the euills of euerie one are ſo great; as is 
his opinion c knowledge of them: ſo alſo 
good thinges although they come vnto vs 
abundantly on euexy ſide, yet are they only 


ſo great as they are eſtemed. Fo? al things 


that God hach made are exceeding good, 
pet are they not ſo acknowledged of all, as 
of them of whom 103. Pſalineſpeaketh: 
They contemned that pleaſaunt laude. 


1h may be Ok this conſideration we map in Job ſee 


a moſt e - a moſt gaodly t ſingular example, who, all 
re his goods being tak? awap, ſaid: Shall we 
5  receite good at the hande of God ev not re⸗ 


mouse Us 


patiently ro Cc iut᷑ ᷑uillꝛa very golden ſaying, a migh⸗ 
ſuffer euil!s ty comkoꝛt in tentation. Foz he did not one⸗ 


/ the Lord ly ſuffer him ſelfe, but was tempted of his 


ſend them, qune wife to impatiencie, who ſayde vnto 


ae him:Dooft thou cũtinue pet in thy perfect- 


receiue IC 


many mn nes? curſe God F die: as if ſhe ſhoulde ſap: 
thinges at It is manifeſtthat he is not God, who hath 


"% bande. ſo foꝛſaken thee, why therefoze dooſt thou | 


truſt in him, c not racher denying and cur⸗ 
ling him, acknomledgeſt thy ſelfemoztall, 
vnto whom nothing ſhalt remaine after this 
life ? Theſe & ſuch like thinges doch euerie 
mans wife, that is his ſenſuality Fcozrupe 
vnderſtanding pyit into his mind in z time 


of 
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That labor and are laden. 
ol tentation,becauſe the ſenſe ſatoureth not 
the things that are of God, 
Powbeit theſe are good things common 

to all: but a Chꝛiſtian is endued with farre % % 

better inward good things, as with ö faith good chings 

of Chatſt,whereof is ſpoken Pal. 44: The 5 « Chri- 

| Kings daughter is al gloꝛious within, her =": 
clothing is of bꝛoidered golde. Foz as we | 
haue ſatd entreating of the conſtderationof 
ö firſteuill, that there can be none ſogreat 
euill felt in man, but there is ſome euill in — 
him greater then that which he feelech: ſo 8 
the beſt of the good thinges that are in a 
Chꝛiſtian he him ſelle can not ſee, Foz if he 
did, he ſhould be foꝛthwith in heauen, fozaſ⸗ 

much as the kingdom ofheauen, as Chziſk  F 

ſaith, is within vs. Foz to haue faith is to 'F 
haue the trueth & wozd of God:to haue the F 
wopde of God is to haue God the maker of | 
all things, Which good things how great | 
are they? if they were thꝛoughly revealed . 
to the mind; it ſhould in a moment be loſed 
from 5 bodp, by reaſon of exceeding ſwete⸗ 
nes and pleaſure: wherefoze 5ᷣ other good * 
thinges that we haue ſpoken ol are rightly 1 
ſaid to be as it were certain aduertiſements 
of thoſe good thinges, which we haue win, 
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which God will haue commended vnto bs 
by them, fo? 5; this life can not ſuffer that 
they ſhould be reuealed, and therefaze Gon 
mercikully hideth them, vntill they haue in 
creaſed vnto their full meaſure: no other | 
wile then louing parents do ſomtime grue 
vnto their child2en trifles oꝛ things of ſmal 
value, therby to allure their minds to hope 
fo2 greater. | 
Fruces of Motwithſtanding they doe ſometimes 
ihe moſt ex ſhewe out and put foꝛth them ſelues, when 
ne $94 the jopfull conſcience reiopceth in truſt in 
unge God, willingly ſpeaketh of hun, beareth 
his woꝛd with delight and plealure, is rea: | 
die and cheerefull to ſerue him, to doe goon 
woꝛks, to ſuffer euils, æc. All which are in⸗ 
fallible tokens of an infinite and incompa⸗ 
rable treaſure hidden within, which diſtil⸗ 
Tech fo2th theſe litle dꝛoppes tn {mall meas 
ſure : although it ſometime commeth ta 
paſſe that it is moze manifeſtly reuealen 
eto mindes that are giuen to diuine contem⸗ 
plation, ſo p being as it were in a traunce, 
they can not tell where they are. Which | 
S. Augultine and his mother with many 
other conieſſe to haue bene nad in them 


ſelues, 0 * 
he 
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The ſecond. chapter ah the — confi» 


deration, which is of the good to 
come or before a man. 


12 them that are not Chꝛiſtians litle 
cemfoze can be giuen in their euills by 
the good things to come, foꝛ that all things 
be to them vncertaine. Mowbeit that nota⸗ 
ble affection which is called hope, beareth 


here a great ſwap. By which affection men certain 
comfoꝛt them ſelues and bid one an other hope. 


hope foz better things, whereby we vncer- 
tainly ſeeke after great thinges, being fo} 
the maſt parte deceiued,as Chꝛiſt teacheth 
of that man in the Goſpell Luke 12, who 
ſayd; J will pull downe' my barnes, and 
build greater, and therein will J gather all 
my frutes and my goods: and J will ſap co 
my ſoulę: ſoule, thou haſt much goods laid 


vp fo2 many peres, liue at eaſe, eate, dꝛinke 


and be merie. But God ſapd unto him, O 
foole, this night will they letche away thy 
ſoule fr thee, then whole ſhal thoſe things 
be which thou haſt pꝛouided? So is he that 


gathereth riches to him r Mo 


; * 
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48 _Conſolationsforthem. 
God doth 


Powebeit God leaueth not the childꝛen 


nor a/wayes ut men ſo, but in this affection to put away 
ſuffer os eutill.and attayne that which is good he 


Vncertaine 


hope to be 
Furs 


comfo2teth them: albeit they be vncertaine 


of the thinges to come, pet doe they hope 
well, whereby in the meane while they are 
ſuſteined, leaſt that falling into rtheeutlFof 
"deſperation, they ſuffer not patiently the 
pꝛeſent euill, and ſo do that which is woꝛſe. 
Wheretfoze euen the affection of ſuch hope 
is 5ᷣ git ol God, not that he will haue them ! 
truſt vnto it. but be moued to ſoundand true 
hope, which is in him alone. Foz he is ther⸗ 
fore flow to anger that he may bꝛing them 
to repentaunce; as it is ſapde Rom. 22 
nepther doth he ſuffer men co be decepued | 
by this deceitefull hope, ik ſo be they be: | 
ginne from the heart aud truely to hope in | 
But co Chziſtians 4 belide thele — | 
things,two ſozres ofeſpeciall good things 


ſhall aſſuredly come, howbeit by death and 
ſufleringes. Nom they allo reioyce in that 


common vncertain hope þ the pꝛeſent euill 


hall end, and the contrary good chal be en» 


_ creaſed, although they doe not ſo much re- 


gard that, as they doe that their owne pꝛo⸗ 
per 
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| | ked1sberpenill.Againe,Euils ſhall come 


That labor andare laden. 49 


per gaod is increaſed, which is truth in 
Chꝛiſt, wherein they goe foz warde from 
day to dap, ſoꝛ which they both liue q hape. 
But beſide theſe J haue ſapde that two el⸗ Chriſtians 
peciall good thinges ſhall come vnto them e cõ- 


in death. The firſt is; that by death the J con- 


frderation 


whole tragedie of the euills of this life is of two eſpe« 
ended, as it is witten: Pꝛetious in the 1 good 


ſight oftheLopw is þ death ofhis Saincts, «binge: 
| Andagainez J will lay medowne, andal- 
ſa ſleepe in peace. Againe: Though the 
! righteous be pꝛeuẽted wich death, yet ſhall 


come, wher 
of one is, 
that by 
death their 


he be in reſt. {hereas contrariwiſe to the en. 


| wicked death is the beginning ofenils, as of hi if 


the Plalmiſt ſayth: The death of the wic⸗ 2 


ſhall be in 


4 —— the wicked man in deſtruction: ſo reſt and 


Lazarus ſhall be comfozted; who hath ſuf: peace. 
fered his euills here, whereas the riche 
glutton ſhallbe tozmented.;:who hach here 
enfoved his pleaſures. So it commeth to 
paſſe, that a Chꝛiſtian whether he dye oz 
line, hath alwapes the better: ſo bleſſed a 
thing is it to be a Chꝛiſtian, and ti beleeue 
in Chꝛiſt, whereupon Paule ſapchiyChailk 
is to me liſe, death is ta me aduãuntage. 
And Nom. 14. he ſayth:Mhether we line, 


A 


50 Conſolations for them 


Chꝛiſt hath obtained fo2 vs, inaſmuch as 
de dyed and role agapne that he might be 


Loꝛd of the liuing and dead, being able to 
make vs quiet and ſafe as well in life as in 
death, as the 22. ſalme ſayth: Though i 
walke thꝛough the valley of the ſhadow ok 
death, J will feare no euill, fo2 thou art 
with me. If this commoditie of death doe 
litle moue vs, it is a ſigne that the fapth ok 
Chailt is weake in vs, which doth not ſuffi⸗ 
tiently eſteeme the treaſure and commodi⸗ 
tie ok a good death, o2 doth not yet beleeue | 
that death is good, the olde man which as 
pet liueth tuo much, & the wiſedome of the 
fleſhe hindering vs. We muff endenour | 
therefoze that we may knowand loue this | 
beneftt of death. It is a great matter that 


death which to others is exceeding euill, 


ſhoulde be made to vs exceeding good and | 
comodious . And if Thxiſt hadnotbzought | 
this to-paſſe fo2 vs, what thing ſhoulde he | 


bane dane woꝛthy of ſo great a pꝛice as he 
payed?Jt is a bery diuine wozkewhich'he 


Ms and (yeretoze it ſhould benomaruelto 
anyz 


welinevnto the Lozd: 0p wherher we die; | 
we die vntoy Lozd: whether we line ther» | 
foze 02 die, we are the Loꝛdes, This ſafety 


2 


That labor and are laden. 51 
ap, that he made the euill of death excees 
ding good, 
! _ Wherefoze death is nowe dead to the _ 
| faithful,and hath nothing terrible but one- % pond 
ly a certaine ſemblance and appearance. f 


I 


that are weake, with theſe goodly figures 
dn ſemblances, that foꝛaſmu ch as death ci 
not be taken away , he may at pleaſt make 
the fozce thereof to be nothing but in outs 


No otherwiſe then a ſerpent that is ſlaine, 
in outwarde fozme and appearance he is 


terrible as beſoze, but in very deede it is 
| onely aſceming oz appearance ok euill, the 
| euillit ſelſe is nowe dead and harmeleſſe. 
Vea as in the 21. chapter of Numb, God 


commaunded a bzaſen ſerpent to be ſet vp. 


phy the ſight wherof the liuing ſerpents did 
periſh: ſo alſo our death by faithfull and 
ſtedkaſt beholding ofthe death ol Chziſt, 
| doth periſh, and onely appeareth terrible, 
but can not hurt vs in very deede.Sodoth 


the mertye of God afozehande exerciſe vs 


ward ſhew and appearance only, fo which 


| cauſeallodeath in the Scriptutes is cal- 
| ledſleepe rather then death. 


The other good thing that nach by 


death , is, that it doch not onelp ende the 
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52 Conſolations for them 
The other troubles and afftictions of this life, but 
ſpecial good mhich is moe excellent, it maketh an end 


| going %, ol vices and ſinnes, which makech death 


conſidera: farre moꝛe acceptable coche fapthfull, as 


tion wherof We haue (ayd befo2e, then the good which 
4 comfor- je haue nom ſpoken of. Fo? the euills of 


able to the ſoule which are ſinnes, are without 
compariſon wozſe then the euills of the bos 
dye. Which onely if we did knowe, then 
would make death moſt amiable vnto vsz | 
Nowitfthep do not ſoAt is a ligne that we 
doe not ſuſſiciently fcele noꝛ hate the eutlls 
of our ſoule.MAhereas therfoꝛe this life is 
moſt perilous, daungerous linne; ſeeking | 
to deceiue vs on euer ſide, and we cannot | 


Chriſtians, 


line without ſinne: moſte commodiaus 
death ſetteth vs free from thele perills, and 
cuttech of ſinne quite kram vs, whereupon 


in the booke of wiſedom it is ſayd in pꝛaiſſe 
ofthe righteous: Me pleaſed God and was 
beloued of him, ſo that whereas he liued-as | 
7 monglinners, he tranſlated him. Pe was 
\ taken away leaſt wickednes ſhoulde alter 


bis vnderſtanding, oz deceit beguile his 
minde. Foꝛ wickednes by bewitch ing oh⸗ 
ſcureth the things that are good , and the 


the 
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POE: of concupiſcence peruertech | 


to man was the puniſhment of finne;, is 
made ta Chꝛiſtians the ende of ſinne, — 
| the beginning al life and tighteaufntelle. 


| Wherefoze be that loueth life and righs 
| teoulnes, muſt needes, not feare, but 


| them; and meane ta came unto them: os 
| therwiſe he ſhall neuer attaine neyther co: 


| to ſape, Thy will be done, becgufe we ol 
| our ſelugs are nat able co doe it, whoe 
| fearing death , doe laue death and finne 


That labor and ate laden- N 


che ſimple minde ( O bawe true are tele 


things e canfirmed by yayly experience?) 


Though he mas ſanue dead; pet fulſiiled 
he much time, fan his ſaule plegſed Gon: 
there laze haſted he te take bun away front 
bin. If 

So by the mercie of God, death, which 


louie deathe, which is the FPinifter. of 


life noz rig bteouſneſſt. Nowe hi that can 
not dae this, let bim pꝛape vnto mod, 
that he may» Foz therefaze ars we taught 


rather then life and righceoufneſſe , c;, 
that Gay 02dapned deathe foz the aboli⸗ 


wing al ſinne it maye Hereof bes gathe⸗ 


red , fo2 chat bs enioynen death tn Adam 


ip cud by after he bad ſinnen, as it were 
| (mende# of (ine , and that befoze hee 
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Conſolations for them 


ca him out ol Paradiſe, that he mighe 


ſhewe vs that death wozketh no euill, but 
all good vnto vs, ſeeing that it was en⸗ 
ioyned in Paradiſe as it were repentance 
and latistaction. It oe true in deede thac 
death entred into the woꝛlde by the malice 
ok the Deuill, but it is to be attributed co 
the ſingular goovnes of God that death 
being ſo entted, he not onely ſufſered it not 
to hurt; but oꝛdayned it euen from the be⸗ 


ginning thereof fox the puniſhment. and | 


death of ſinne. 

Fox this he ſignified, whereas when be 
had firſt denoũced death vnto Adam, in his 
commaundement that he ſhould not eate ol 
the tree of knowledge, he afterwarde not⸗ 
wichſtanding helde not his peace, but did 
againe enioyne deathe, and tempered the 


rigour of his firltdenouticing , pea did nee 


fo much as make mention of death in any 
fillable, but onely ſayde: In the ſweate ol 
thy face ſhalt thou eate bꝛead, till thou be 
turned againe into the ground, fox out of it 
waſt thou taken: Duſt thou art, and into 
duſt ſhalt thou be turned again. As though 
he then hated death, which he would not ſo 


much as name, accoꝛding to that ſaping: 


De 
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in his fatſour is life. He ſermed in thn 


| 
it 


| fo2thzas the viperofber ofſpꝛing. This is 4 death | 
a moſt goodly ſight, to ſee how ſinne is, not , 


| Þ 
doth periſh by his owne wozke and that deſrozed | 
ſinne is veſtroyed by it oume pꝛoper fruice;' 2 2% 0»ne 
| and ts ſtapne by death which it bzought %%. 


That labor andare laden. 55 
He endureth but a while in his 1201 a by 


ſpeaking , that, vnlefle deach hadbeene ne⸗ 
ceſſarp fo) v aboliſhing of ſinne, he would 
not ſa much as mention oꝛ name it, 
leſſe enioyne it So againſt ſinne whi 
had wꝛought death, the emulation of God 
armech no other thing but death it ſelfe; ſo 
that here thou mapſt ſee that faying of the 

get verified , that the wozker of death 75 worker 


aboliſhec 


bp an others, but by itowne pꝛoper woꝛke ohe proper 


| deſtroyed, flapne with it owne weapon; ,. 
as ol Soltath, ſo h bead thereof tut oſ with! - 
it owne fwozde.Fo2 Goliath was a ſigure 


| offinue,acerrible Champontoall,epceps: | 


litle Dau; that is, Chꝛiſt, who alone . 


uercame him, and cut of his head with his 
| Owne ſwoꝛde. If thereſoꝛe we meditate vp .- 
on the iopes of this power ol Chziſt, and | 
| bponthe giftes of his grace, why thanlda! 


litle euil trouble vs, when as;inſagreac an 
| euilicacome w ſet ſo great goodthinges? 
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be third chapters of the third confi decal: | 
ee hich ĩs of the good paſt 
r rhehinde a a man. 


T Ye confiveracion of this good is ealle; 
by the tantrary conſideration: of the es: 
8 uil paſt, we chinke it ſutlicient only to help 
Ji d him that ſhal cflverhereof;Þcrein B. Au⸗ 
»oued co guſtin noth extellently well in his eonſeſli⸗ 

che conſi- uns, where in a moſt goodlp ſoꝛt he rehear⸗ 

22 ſeth p benefits ol God beſtowed vpoy him 
pat char i from his mothers wombe . The ſame voth 

of Gods Danuid in that notable 13 9. Palme, ö be- 
gens ke. inning wherofis: OLozd, thou haſt tris. | 
wes vp. łn me, where among other things wondes | 

9 5 e ring at p pꝛouidence of God ouer him, he 

A 5. ſaytch e Thou viiderſtande& mp choughes: 


= N — _ 8 
rr 


80 take cõ. 


for: theres long defoꝛe: chou compafleſt mm paths & 
by,vy the mp downe; As il te ſapd £Ulhatſoes 
_ nk uer:A haue euer thought; wharſener J 
3 haus wought, and hatſoeuer & was to: | 
5y our ern Obtapned5pulſefſe, I ſee nom homit mas 
experience, not dune by mint owe induſtrir but omai⸗ 
ned by th care long be fo. Finally thou ö 
hat foꝛeſeene all mywapes : and chere is 
not a wazvin mp tongue, wherechen? tuen 
A (ASE te fraratby' | 

our | 
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our owne experienced Fo if werrall @ 
minde our life puſt 3 tx it na a met full 
thinge that we baue <@ught;wilted,nou?, 
and ſayh ſuch thinges; as we neuer caulde 


: | Cozeſee, but wod lac haue dane farre cher 


thinges; tf:we had bene left tu outs ſane 
tree will; which werndwe firſt per eeiue, 
namelp we ſee that the hande of God hath 
bene lo pꝛeſent wich vs chat his care bach 
bene: ſo conſtant ouer va; that me coulde 
nepther haue ſpohen, neyther willed voz 


thought thoſe thinges whirtz we haue vn. 


les he had giuen abilty, as iris ſapd in ih 


booke of wiſedom chap: 72 In ing hee 
are both we and our woes. i And Paule 


ſapeth: Who wozkech all thinges in vs. ' 
My then are we not aſhamed being en 
leſſe and — barted, who being taught by 


bowꝛe, aud hath giuen vs all good things? 
and net we van not committe the ſame care 


ol vs to him in a ſmall pꝛeſent euill, but 


doe fo heh aue our ſelurs, as thoughe he 

bad fozſaken vs ; oz conlde by any mcancs 

fo:lake bs. Dauid dim ut ſo in the 39. 

_ where he: mt As ko me, 
iii. 


our own? experience, dae (ce hou carefull 
the Lorne hathe heene fa; us bntill this 


58 2 theni 


power tobrridiep and gouerned. 


hat we iu If ſoche that out owne wiſedom r coun⸗ | 


muſt doe Felghindervs; that we can not ſee this care 


. od auer bs; when as perhaps many | 


aber, es fall. aut aocoꝛding to our purpo⸗ 
our own fes,letvs with Dauid Joſal, 13 8 enter ins 
wifedom & do Lonſideration tr aur lelues . Me ſayth: 
vnderſian- My hours are not: hid from there, which 
27 5 chow ban made in a lecret plate, (that is; 
x90 oed ibu didelt ſer and · malle my bones ti the 
ever 5, wombe of my mother, when as Net was 
| not; when as my mother did nat yet knows 
what was done in her) neither is it hid 

ſtom thee that J was faſhioned in the nea 

ther parts of the yearth: (that is; theſhape 
82 foꝛme ot mn bone in thꝭ moſt mwary 
n of 2 een wag hot hid the 
1 ee, 


SOD. 
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A am poaꝑe and needyz but the Loꝛd tareth 
ſe me. Mo ſhould he not, ſapthj B. Augw 
ame, hahe care ot thee, when as thou art 
nome that, whichhe woulde thuu ſhouldeſt 
be; But we art the rule betwene God and | 
vn: we attribute this vnto him that he hath | 
ande vsz er pet we ſcarce aꝝ faintly do that 
we arrogate to aur ſelues the careof out 
ſelues, as though he had made vs, x had by 
audby gone awan, leauing vs in our owne 
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made the mother haue a care to giue ſuck, 


thee, fo2 that thou dideſt frame it). TUhar 


doth the Pꝛophet meane by theſe wozdes, 


but to declare vnto vs by this natable ex- 
ample ; what care God hath alwayes hap 


of vs without the knowledge 02 meanes of 
our felues? f oʒ who can gloꝛy that he hath 


bene a meane oz helpe that he might be fa⸗ 
ſhioned in his mothers wambe ? UUho 


xo nouriſh, loue, and doe all ſucb duties ot a 
mother „oben we did not as pet perceiue 
aur liſe, pea: whereof ( vnleſſe ſeeing the 
like done in others, we did beleeue that 
they were alſo done to vs) we ſhould know 
qʒ remember nothing at all, fozaſmuch as 
theſe thinges were done vnto vs, no other⸗ 
wiſe then ta them tbat ſleepe, yea to them 
that be dead, oz rather to them that are not 
pet honę; as much as pertapnech to our 


knowledge. - 

Thus we lee bow without knowledge 02 
meanes: of our ſelues we: eniope the mer⸗ 
ties and conſolations of God: Me nots 


withſtanding as pet dout, oz euen deſpeire, 


that he bath care of vs euen at this day. 


hom this experience. will not teach and 


n not what o_ teach # moug 
iii. 


That Lberadirtledan. Ls 


— 4 
> 19 \ oF 42 \#/ OS 


60 -Conſolirionsfor the 
hint. Foz we ſee this moll mavife@1p xj 
peare vntovs commonly in all infantes, fs | 
that ſo many examples ſer foxrh to dur fols | 
ly & bardnes; ooght woꝛthelp to make vs 
greatly achames; if we dout that euen the 
leaſt good v2 xnell cummeth vnta vs with || 
Vie nfs Out be ſingular rare of God, 'BleſſedPe: 
caſt ow ter ſapth: Caſt all ppur rate on hun, fo2 he 
care on cureth foz vou. And Danty ſapth Pſal. 36: 
a 00 4 Caſt thy care vponthe Lozde, and he ſhall 
;erh for vn. fe eede thee, Mozrouer B. Auguſtine ſayth 

vnto his ſoule in his rõfeſſtons: Aby ſtan 
deſt thou vyon chp ſelfe and ſtandelt not in 
deede? caſſ thy ſelſe vpon him; foz he will 
nat withdꝛaw his hand that thou maiſt fal. 
And againe Peter ſapth,x.Jec.4:Wher: 
foze let them chat ſuffer accowitig-to rhe 
will of God, commit their ſoules es hin in 
well doing, as vnto a faithful Creatoz. | 

DO; it a man knew his God after this ſozt, 
how ſecurr how quitt, how pleasant choult 
he be? Such a dne chend haue Wod truly; 
knowing aſſuredly that whatlueuer things 
either haue oꝛ dor happen vnte bum, fame 
both haue come # do come vnto him by the 
virectis x diſpoſing ot Govhigmoltlwete 
will. The rene WN 

8 
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be careth foꝛ you, That ci we heare moꝛe 
ſweete x pleaſant then this ſaying?cherfoze 

ſlapth he, caſt all pour care vpon him. If we Yar vil 
do not this, what do we els, but endeuo} to / we 
let x hinder þ care of God, & alſo make our c *® 
lines vntu our lelues troubleſom,painfull; 6% 
careful, by manp feares, tares t troubles 
and that inbatne, top we doe not anp thing 
hereby further our reſt oz quietnes, but as 
the Pjeacher in dis booke ſayth: This is 
| avanitte of vanities, & vetation of the ſpi⸗ 
| rice. Fon in all the lame bboke he ſpeaketh 


| of experienceherecf, inaſmuch as he had 5 
| tfiedmanythinges fozhimſelfe, and in all | 4 
notwithſtanding he founde nothing but la⸗ 'R \ 
bour; vanitie i; vexation ot᷑ the ſpiritiſothae Y 
he conelideth that it is the gift o Gov, ra J 
fan earrpdittikie;+rcioice with his wife, $ 
that is liuech without carezcommireing the 5 
tare ol him ſeife vnto God: Wherefvze GW & 
dug ht to haue no other care of vur lelues, 1 
thẽ p we map not be cateful ſoꝝ our ſelurs, 6 
Emap tom mit the rare ul us vnto God. as - 
| fo2 other chings that might beſpokEhere, — * 
euery one map as I haut ſuyd knawe them 2 
by the contratie conüderatiun. and bp ca: 8 


b to wund his! whole like past. 
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nes 5 we baue ſrene the 100d things 
which are our owne, and in our ſelues, 

we will nowe canſider thoſe that are in as 
thers, and without vs: the ſirſt whereol is 

in them which are beneath vs, that is the 

dead and damned. Mobbeit it ſeemeth be⸗ 

rie ſtraunge, that any good can be found in 


diuine goodnelle is euerie where ſo great, 
By compa-· that it maketh that we may ſe good things 
ring ie, euen in the grenteſt euils. 32aw let vs ici 


Le, ee compare them with our ſeluen z athen ſhall 


daned with 


our vorne, Me ſee bur ineſtimable commodities; as ie 
ve ſpall per Hh eaſily be vnderſtoode by the cantrarie 
ceiue the gonlideration of euills. Fo2 ag great euills 
beste f ol death and hel as we ſee in the, ſo great 

without dout may me ſee our commodities 


God toward 


— 
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vn and the be, yea and ſomuch greater, as their ez 
ineſtimable gills are greater: All which are not to be 
. lightly paſſed ouer, ſoꝛaſmuch as they doe 
e, Rreatly commende vnto vs the exceeding 
Ar his mercie of God, Andi it ha ta TOR wa 


goodnes, 


the dead and damned, Rut the power of cho... | 


That labor and art laden. 63 


il we make ſmall account of theſe, we ſhall 
be found unchankefyll, and condemned to⸗ 
gither with them, oꝛ toꝛmented woꝛſe, fox 
that the moze we ſee them to be grieued © 
fozrowfull.; ſo much moze.ought we to re⸗ 
ioyce foʒ Gods goodnes toward bs, accoz# 
ding ta that ſaping in Elat chap; 65: Be: 
hold, my ſeruauntes ſhall eate, but pe ſhall 
haue hunger: behold, my ſeruauntes ſhall 
Ninke, but pe ſhall ſuffer thirſt: beholde, 
my ſeruaunts ſhall be merie; but ye ſhall be 
confounded : behold my ſeruaunts ſhall re⸗ 


topce foꝛ beryv quietnes of hart, butyeſhall *-- 
trie fozſozrowe of harte, and complapne 
fo2 bexatiõn of minde: pour name ſhall ve 
leaugaccurſed amonge my choſen, #c. Ti: 


nally ag I haue (ain, the examples oł them 


to binge this god vnte bez that they 
choulde admaniſheꝛand teach vs, that he is 
happye:,'whame other mens harmes doe 
maks to beware. Howbeit this good, fozaſ 
much as it is commonly knobune. doth litle 
moue vs; wien as notwithſtanding it is to 
be counted amonge the thiefe-; and is not 
uightly eſteemed ol them chat are wile:loꝛ⸗ 


wat dir iltz and are condemned, as B. G re- 
goꝛieſayth ina certaine Dialogue, oughe 
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taught of the math, iudgements v thzeat⸗ 


nings of God. Which mo? wbalſome do« | 


ttrine, che tramples ol the moſt miſerable 
fhould make moſt wholſom vnta vs which 
then begin ta be effectuall, whea we are (a 
afferted as they ate which ſuffer them, and 
as thaugh we were in their place and pers 

ſon. Foz 0 will they moue and admoniſh 

vs to p)aiſe his goodnes, who bath pyeler« 

dun vs from thoſe things. 

The confi. Theſe dead e damned muſt be compared 
deration 7 alſo with God him ſelfe, mliereby we may 
, Ja I fee his dinine tuttice in them. This albeit 
uedongb it be herde, yet muſt we endcuour to dos it. 
to moue v. F 21 ſeeing that God ia tuſt Judge 3 his 
to reieyce ſuſtite muſte he loued and pꝛayſed : and 
in Godeand therfoꝛe muſt we xeioyce in God euen then 
#o praiſe & hen he deſtroyeth the euill both in bodis 


N and ſoule, hecauſe in al cheſe his entire ann 


vnſpeakeable iuſtice ſhineth. IM herefoze 
hell alſo is fulbof God and the ſauer eigne 
good as well as heauen. Fo? the iuſtice of 
God is God him ſelfe, and Gos is the ſo⸗ 
nereigne good. As bis mercie therefoze, 


ſo alſu his iuſt cot iuogement ought — 
moſt 


Oo BY AIVIERET. , 
N Derr {> N 


aſmuch as a great part of the holy Scrin | 
ture tendeth hereunto, namely where it is | 
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moſt harete affection to be laued, andmoſt 


| bigblycobeexcolled and pzapfed, Where: 


g upon Dauid ſapeth: The righteous ſhall 
| reiopce when he ſeech the vengeance: he 
| ſhall walhe his handes in the blood of the 


| mourne no mae fo2 Saul, faying : Howe 


| Tong wilt thou mourne fo2 Saul, ſceing 


J haue taſt bim awape from reigning o⸗ 
| ber Iſtael? As ifhe ſapd: Doch mp will 
ſo viſpleaſe thee, that thou p2eferreſtmans 
will beſoze mine? Finaitp herevpon come 
thole ſapings of pꝛayſe and tope though 
the: whole Pfalter, that the Lode is a 
Judge'vf'the widowes ; and à Father of 
the fatherleſte, that he will auenge the al 
flicten ann unge the pooze : that his ene⸗ 
mies ſhall be confounded, che wicked ſhall 
be deſttoped, and many ſuche lite. It as 
ny will with foolithe pitie haue compaſſion 
ow that dlooddp generation, which flaps 
eth the righteous (yea cuen che Sonne of 
Got) of that exceeding great compaup of 
the wicked be ſhal be found to reioyce ac 
their witkednes. and ta allom thoſe things 
"oh they haue done, being wozthie-to pes 


wicked. Fo2 this cauſe the Lozde fozban 
' Samuel. 7.:Ringes. 16, chat hee houlde 
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rich together with them, whoſe: ſinnes he | 
would not haue puniſhed:and he (hal heare; | 
that ſaping which is in the ſecond booke of | 


of Gods iuſtice, who, thou not deſiring itz 


Ringes'chap.! 95 Thou loueſt thine ene⸗ 
mies, and hateſt thy frendes,:Fox'fo ſayde 
Joab to Dautd, when he too much mour⸗ 
ned fo} wicked Abſolon his ſonne. Aher⸗ 
foze we ought here to retopce at all the! 
godlines of che Sainctes, and the iuſtice ol 
God, who moſt tuſtly puniſhech the perſe⸗ 
eucozs of gadlines, that he maye:deliuer: 
bis elect from them. And ſo thon ſeeſt that 
not ſmall but exceeding good thinges dor 


manitfeſtly appeare in the dead and dams! 


ned: namely, that the iniurte of all che: 
Sainctes is reuenged and puniſhed, and 
thine alſo if thou be righteous with them. 
hat maruell is it then, if by thy pꝛeſent 
euill he puniſt thine enemie, that is the 
ſinne ol thy body, yea thou oughteſt tore⸗ 
ioyce becauſe-of this moſt excellent beneſit 


ſo ſlayeth and deſtroyeth in thy ſelſe thy 
woꝛſt enemie, that is, thy ſinne. ¶thereal 
if thou haue compaſſion, thou ſhalt be ſoũd 


a frend of ſinne, and an enemie of iuſtice 


which thou mult elpeci⸗ 


wozking in thee: 
11 ally 


neee | —_ | 
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alſo: Thou loueſt thine enemies, and hai 


teſt thy frends, As therefozethouonghceſt * 
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ally take heede of, leſt it he ſaydvnto thee 5 


| ſenere againſt thy ſinne, fo eughteſt thou 


to reioyce on the behalfe of the lame alſo, 


| being ſeuere againſt the wicked, which are 


enemies of God and men. Thus thou ſeeft 
that in the greateſt euills are ſeene lingu⸗ 
lar good thinges, and that we may teioyte 
in the greateſt euills, not becauſe of the e⸗ 
uills them ſelues, but becauſe of the ſoue⸗ 


nerecy and auengech bs. e 


raigne goodneſſe of Gods iuſtice that _ 


The fit chapter of the fift ed aeration: 


whichis of the good on the 
| = Ye leſt hande. | f 


Hes mk we enter into * . 


of our aduerſaties, who as pet remaine 
inchis life ( fo2-in the chapter going bee 


foze we haue ſpoken ol them that are als _ 
ready damned and in like caſe with the dee 


gills ) theſe we muſt beholde wich en other 

affection, and conſider two ſoztes of their 

good things; Firſt that they abound wich 
Ne! 
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# The wicked tempaall good thinges, (athat che Pꝛo- 
- weſt com- phets haue bene almoſt moued even to £n- 
5 e 5 Ale by their pꝛoſperitie, as Dauid Pfel. 
cemporal) 72: Pp fertt were almaſt gone, my eps 
good thing: had wel neare flipe:fo2 I freated at the foqs 
lich, when I ſaw the pꝛoſperitie of the wic 
ked. And afterwardes: Loe theſe are the 
wicked, yet pꝛoſper thep alwap, and ins 
creaſe in riches. Jeremte chap.ia ſayeth: 
D Lozde thou art moze rigbteaus then 
that I ſhould diſpute wich thae, neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe let me talke wich thee in thinges rea⸗ 
ſonable : Howe happeneth it that the wan 
of the vngodly is ſo pꝛoſperaus ? and that 
tit goetch ſo wel with them, which without 
9 qny ſhame offend and liue in wickednes / 
3 God beffow hp dach he freely paure foo2th ſo ma⸗ 
| e:h42%- ny good things vpon them, andloſe them, 


_ but chat he may comfozt vs, and declare 
temporali ad 5 g 
good chings hum good he is vnto them which are pure 


von the in hart as the ſame 72 ſalme ſayth. He 
wicked, that is ſo good to the wicked, home much 
an bee. moze 300d till be bee cothp.godlp ? albete | 
by confors Vetryech them with many: cutlis, fochac | 
>.  Uwaoconelpiuthepzefeut good ihings, but 
alſo in chem that be hid and as yet to come, 
_ thep-acknowledge: bim to „ vntod 
| 5 em, 


. Nanding J truſt that God is muche möze 


That labor and are laden. #9 
them, and ſape with Dauid in the lame 
Plalme: As foꝛ me, it is good fo2 me to 
dꝛawe neare to Ood, to pat inp truſt in the 
Lowe, As ik he ſ 5: beit J feele ſo 
trouble whereof J ee them free; notwith⸗ 


gratious onto me ihen vnto them. 11 
the viſible good things dl the Wickes 
meane to ſtirte vs vp to hope foꝛ ret 
xood chinges , and to tontemne the euillg 
chat we ſiiffer; attoꝛbing to the coniniitttt» 
dement ol Chailt Math. &, where he bid: 
deth vs to beholde the foiiles'of che uüpze, 
and the Lillies of the llerde and fat: 
God then fo clothe the gralle 6f the a 
which though it ſtand to day, 4 — 
taſt into the ouen, (att beteck dor, au 
moꝛe vnts pou, O pe br litle fapth 
ſoze y comparing date bs things 
Dberewſth the euillabdumde, and the enill 
whitF we ſuffer, our fapth is erertiled, and 
we oblaifie'conmfore-in'Gov ; which one 
Ip is holye and ttue cons) t fo that all 
2 ke together for the bett vnto che 
3iThe other good, which is much moze The ej 


of the | Bice 


5 is, that their _ curnebnto J e 
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wnto good. dur good, ſuch a care hath God of vs. Foz 


zo che god- although their ſinues be offenſiue to the 


9. 


weaker lot, yet to the ſtrong they are an 
exerciſe ot vertue, and an occaſion moze 
ftrongly to light, to obtaine a moze glozi⸗ 
dus victozie. Foz bleſſed is the man that 
endureth tentation,fo2 when he is tryed he 
ſhall receiue che cromne ol lite. Now what 
is a greater tentation then that multitude 
ol moſt wicked examples? Hereof is the 
wozlde called one of che enemies of the 
Sainctes of God, foz that by the entice» 
ments and wicked wozkes thereof it mo⸗ 
ueth, pꝛousketh and allureth from the way 
of God bnto his owne waye, as it appea- 
xech.Gen.,63 The ſonnes of God fawe the 
daughters ofmen that they were fapze, > 
they tooke them wines ſuch as they liked 
from among them all. And Num. 25 it ts 
ſapd that the childzen ol Iſrael committed 
hozedom with the paughters of Meab, 
that it is wholſom fo2 vs ta bee alwayes 
afflicted with ſome trouble, leſt that being 
weake, and ſtumbling at the offences. of 


the world, we fal and inne. Wherfoze Lot 


is connnended of Peter 2. Pet. 2, fo: bt 
he luffered many thinges by W 
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ked examples of the Jodomites, e increa- 1 
"ſed in righteouſnes hereby, It is needekull * 
therefore that theſe offences come; which 5 
may be an occaſion to vs to fight q obtaine 
the victozte, Notwithfanding wo vnto the 
wozld becauſe of offences ; Nowe ff in the 
ſinnes of others God pꝛocureth vnto vs ſo 
teat good things, how much moꝛe ought 
we to beleeue with our whole hart that he 
will woꝛke good vnto bs in our owne euill, 
3 the ſenſe and fleſhe iudge other- 
N' o leſle good doeth the wozlde byinge 7 he on- 
vnto vs on the other ſide ol his euils, which % ard 
is aduerſitie. Foꝛ whom it can not winne —— 
by enticements, neither adiopue to it ſelle godly ſuffer 
by euill examples, them it endeuoureth by of the world 
afflictions to expell from it ſelfe, and to ne 0 
trouble them by painefull eullis; Altuapes 0 , Þ 
eicher leeking decettfullx to entrap them . 
by the example of the wicked, oz cruellp f 
raging againſt the by grituous toꝛments. .K 
Foz this is that monſter Chimera having 7 
a head fapzeltke the head of a virgin, a bel n 
Ip terrible like the belly of a Lyon, a tayle 
deadly like the taple of à Serpent: fox 
the ende as well of the __— ag of 
0773 1 
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" ot theſe feweeraniples ? ſeeing we knowe 
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tyꝛannie of the woꝛlde ts popſon and eters 
nall death. As therefoze in the ſinnes of 


the woꝛld God hath made vs to finde good 
thinges, ſo alſo the perſecutions thereof 
are not in naiue and fruſtrate, but are:o3- 
dained foꝛ the increaſe of our good things, 
that euen in that wherein they hurt vs, 
they may be compelled co pꝛoſit vs, as B. 
Auguſtine ſpeaketh ol Perode who flue 
the childzen: he could neuer (ſaich he) haue 
p2oficed ſo much by obedience, as he pꝛoli⸗ 
ted by hatred. And B. Agatha went reiop⸗ 


ring to the pꝛiſon as bntoa banket, ſaping 
alter this ſozt: Anleſſe thou make my body 
to bee handled thꝛoughly of thy coxmen- 
toꝛs, my ſoule cannot with glozious vi⸗ 
ktozie enter into Paradiſe: euen as the 


grapne if it be not well thꝛeſhed and beaten 


ut ot the huſ ke: is not layde vppe in the 


garner. But why doe we here ſtande vp⸗ 


that the whole Scripture, the mitinges 
and ſapings of all the Fathers che woꝛks 
and deedes of ali rhe Sainctes dot agree 
in this, chat they are moſfe pꝛolitable to 
the beleeuers, who ſo eme to be vnco them 
moſte hurtefull, ſo chat they be rigbtly 

1 ſuſtered 


9 
| | .. 
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fuffered and boꝛne: as Peter fayeth i in his 
firſt Epiltle chap. 3: And mbo is it ehat 
can harme you, if pe follome that which 
is good? And Dauid ſapeth Pfal. 88: The 
enempe ſhall not oppꝛeſſe him, neyther 
ſhall the wicked burte him. Mowe ſhall 
he not hurte him, when heoftentymes e⸗ 
uen killeth him ? ſurely becauſe by hur⸗ 
ting he doth greatly p2oficce him. So we 
ſee chat we doe on euerie ſide dwell in te 
middes of good thinges , if we be wile, , 
and yet alſo in the middes of euills, ſo mer⸗ 
uelouſſiy are all thinges oʒdered by the pa- 
wer ol Gods goodness. a | 


The ſixt chapter of the ſixt con- 
ſideration, which is ofthe 
good on the right > 


hande, ' 


1 is the Church ofche Sainctes the ., 3 
newe creature of God, our bzethꝛen g ,, — 
frends, in whom we ſee nothing but good, band. 
nothing but canſalation, howebeit not al- 
waies w fleſhly eies (fo aceozding top out 
ward appearice they are foꝛ pmoſi part to 
be referred to the contrarie conſideration 
F tit, 
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of euils) but with ſpiritual eyes. Although 
euen thole their good chinges alſo which 
are ſeene with fleſhly eyes, are not to be re⸗ 
tected, but we may perceiue that euen in 
theſe God doth comfozt vs, Foz Danid in 
the 72 Plalme durſt not viſalow ofall that 
poſſeſſed riches in the wozld, ſaying: If. 
fhoulve ſap chat J woulde iudge afcer this 
ſoꝛt, lo then I ould condemne the genera- 
tion o thy childzen,that is, if I ſhoulde ſap 
that all are euill, which are rich, healthful, 
and had in eſtimation, I! ſhoulde then con⸗ 
demne thy Sainctes, of whome many are 
ſuch. The Apoſtle mozeouer teacheth Tt- 
mothe to charge them that are rich in this 
woꝛld, that they be not hie minded, not foz⸗ 
bidding them to be riche. And p Scripture 
declareth that Abꝛaham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
were rich. Daniell with his fellowes were 
had in honour and reputacion euen in Ba⸗ 
bplon: finally many Kings of Juda were 
holy men. Dauid therfoze cõſidering thele 
ſayth: Af I ſhould ſay that J would iudge 
ſo, JGoulve cdudemne the generation of 
thy childꝛen. God J ſay gtueth to hisabun⸗ 
dance of theſe good things, to the comfozt 
of chem . others. * theſe are not their 
P20* 
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pꝛoper good thinges, pea they are but cha⸗ 
dowes in reſpect ofthe true good thinges, 
which are faith, hope, loue, and other gra⸗ 
ces and giftes, all which are made com⸗ 
mon by loue. * 
This is the Communion of Sainctes, view of the 
wherin we reioyce. And who doth not glo⸗ com) 
ry here euen in great euills, who — pl Sainftes, 
as it is indeede , that the good thinges of 7 nd the oy 
all the Saincts are his good thinges that ener. 
bis euill is theirs alſo, Foz this conlidera⸗! by. 
tion is moſt ſweete and pleaſaunt, whereof 
the Apoſtle admoniſheth in the Epiſtle, to 
the Galathtans in this ſaping: Beare ye 
one an others burden, and ſo fulfill the law 
of Chyitt. Is it not good fox vs to be here, 
where if one member, as the Apoſtle ſapth 
1. Coz. 12, ſuffer, all (uffer with it: ik one 
member be had in honour, all the members 
reioyce with it? Therefoze when J\uffer, 
I ſuffer not now alone, all Chꝛiſtians (tif 
fer with me, pea Chzilthimlelfe, as it is 
ſayd: Me that toucheth you, toucheth the 
apple of mine epe. So others beare my 
burden, their power is mine, the faith of the 
Church helpeth mpne infirmitie, the eha · 
ſeitie of others beareth che ut n of my 
＋ itt, 
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76  Gonlolatians fa them 
lad, the faſtings of others are foz mp com⸗ 
moditie „the pꝛaper of an other is carefull 
foz me, and bziefely che members are ſq 
garefull one foz an other, that thoſe which 
are moze honeſt doe couer, keepe, honour 
them that ſeeme vuhoneſt, as the Apoſtle 
natably deſcribeth 1. £02.12. And ſo J 
1p truely reioyce in the good thinges of 
n other, as if they were mine owne, Be it 
then that J be loule and filthie, pet they 
whom J loue, and with whome J retopce, 
are fapze & goodly: by which loue J make 
not onely their good things, but euen thein 
ſelues mine. Mherefoze mine ignominie 
ſhall be eaſily honoured vnder their glo⸗ 
rie, their abundance hall ſupply my want, 
Mho then can deſpeire in ſinne ? who both 
pot reiopce in afflictions , fo2 that he doth 
ot now beare his ſiunes and papnes, oz il 
ve beare them, he beareth them not glone, 
peing ing bolpen with ſo many Sainctes — / 
re the ſonnes of God, pea being bolpen o 
Ohziſt him lelfe ? Sa excellent a thing is 
the tommunion of Sainctes, F the church 
of Ebziſt. 
Nome if there be any that doth not bes 


eur! that theſe things are thus, he is an in. 
mel, 
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That labor 4 are Laden 
fdell,and hath denied Chaiſt e che church. 
Fo: although theſe:tbinges were not felt, 
pet are they ſo in dede:ut what true Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian doth not feele them ? Foz þ thou dooſt 
notdeſpeire,p thou dooft not become impa⸗ 
tient, who is the cauſe ? Thine own power? 
no ſurelp, but the communion of Saincts. 
Dtherwiſe thou wert not able to beare e⸗ 
uen a ſmall ſinne, thou couldeſt not ſuf- 
fer che woꝛde ol a man agaynſt thy ſelſe: 
ſo nigh is Chꝛiſt and the Church. This 
is that which we ſaye: J beleene in the 
| holy Ghoſt, the holy Catholike Church, 

the Communian of Sainctes , Nowe 
wherein dae the Saincces communicate? 

even in good andeuill thinges, all thinges in che 
areconman amonge them all, as the Sa: Lede, ſap- 


per the 


crament of the Loꝛdes ſupper doch fignifie / va þ 
in the bꝛeade and wine, we are ſayd of the one hug 
Apoſtle to be one bꝛead, one bodie. Nowe cn of 
who offendeth a parte of the body, wherein vn 
heoffendeth not the whole bodye? What n & 
doth plicle toe ſuffer, which þ whole body ,,,; — 
doth not ſuffer ? what good is done euen to pre/2d one 
the feete, wherein the whole bady doth not / nam 


teioyce? But we are one bodte : whatſoe: G er o 
the Saints 


per an other-ſuffereth , I ſuffer and beare being fe- 
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" Jhough 5 it is done to him, whatloeuer is done to the 
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rehers of che ſame, and whatſoeuer good is done to 
ahis Supper, him, it is done ta me. So ſayth Chꝛiſt, that 


Ge = leaſt of his. Abo taking a peece of bꝛead 
Ire Led, of tbe Lowes Supper, is not ſapd to take 
and here. hꝛead ? who contemning a peece thereof, is 
fore com- not ſayd to contemne bꝛeadꝰ 

mnicare TAhereloze ik we be grieued, if we uf: 
3 fer, if wedie, let vs remember and firmely 
S beleue and be aſlured, that not we, oz that 
not we alone, but Chziſt and the Church 
are grieued, ſuffer and die wich vs. Chzilt 
woulde not haue vs to be alone in the way 
of death, which euerie man dꝛeadech, but 
the whole Church accompanying vs, we 
enter into the way ol ſuffering and death, 
and the Church doth ſuffer moze ſtrongly 

then we our ſelues, ſo that we map truely 

apply to our ſelues ʒᷣ which Eliſeus ſaid to 
his ſeruaunt being afraid: 4. Ning 6: Feare 
not, fo2 they that be with vs are moe then 
they that be with them: And Eliſeus pꝛay⸗ 
dd and ſapd: Loꝛd J beſeech thee open the 
eies ofthis poung man that he map ſee:and 
the Loꝛd opened the epes of the pong man 
and he looked: and beholde the mountayne 


wmaiaas kull ofyozles# charretgof fire rounds 
about 
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That labor and are laden. 75 
about Eliſeus, This onely alſo remapnech 
vnto vs, that we pꝛay that our eyes map be 
opened, that we may ſee the Church about 
vs, that, I ſap, the epes ot᷑ dur faith map be 
opened, then ſhall we feare nothing, but 
ſhall pereeiue that to be moſt true which 
Dauid ſapeth Þſal. 124: As the moun⸗ 
taines are about Jeruſalem, ſo is the Lozb 
about his people from hence fozth and fo} 


euer, Amen, 


The ſeuenth ch apter of the ſeuenth conſi- 
deration, which is of the 
good aboue vs. 


peake nothing of the eternall and hea⸗ 
Luenly good thinges which the bleſſed en⸗ 
iop in the manifeſt light of God, oz at the 
leaſt J ſpeakeof them in faith, and as they 
may be compꝛehended of vs. Sothis ſe- 7% Leos 
uench conſideration is of Jeſus Chzift, the , 
Ring of glozte, raiſed from the deade: as cet joy 
the ſeuenth conſideration of euills was of & cer 
him ſuffering, deade, and buried, Pere we vb he 
may ſee the chiefe ioy of our hart, and cer⸗ 2 
taine and ſure good thinges: here is noe- reef 
uil at all, becauſe Chzilt being raiſed from 5ri»geeh. 


PR good thinges are in Chyilt beſtowed vpon 
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þ dead, dieth no moze: death hath no moꝛe 
dominion ouer him. This is the furnacs 


pk loue, and the fire of God in Sion, as 


Eſai ſapth. Fo2 Chꝛiſt is bazne vnto vs, 
and not onelpy that, but alſo geuen vnto 
vs. Wherefoze his reſurrection is mine, 

and all things that he hath wought there: 
by. And as che Apoſtle moſt notablie glo⸗ 
rieth Nom. 8: Dowe ſhall he not with hi 
giue vs all thinges? But what hatch he 
mꝛought by riſing agapne ? He hath de⸗ 
ſtroyed ſinne, ſec vp righteouſnes, ſwal⸗ 
lowed vp death, & reſto2ed life: ouercome 
hell, and purchaſed eternall glozie. Theſe 
thing es are ineſtimable, ſo chat the minde 
of man dare ſcarce beleeue , that they are 
giuen vnto him: as Jacob Gen, 45, when 
pe hearde that his ſonne Joſeph was a: 
live and gouernour ouer the lande of E- 
gypt, as it were awaking out of a deepe 


ſleepe, he did not beleeue chem chat tolde 


him, vntill they telling vnto him all the 
woꝛdes of Joſeph, which be had ſayd vn⸗ 
to them, ſhewed him allo all the charrets, 
which Joſeph had ſent to carie him. So 
ſurely it is harde ta beleeue that ſo great 
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That labor and are laden. 
vs that are vnwoꝛthie , vnleſſe in many 
woꝛdes he declare the ſame vnta vs, and 
as he made him ſelfe manifeſt to his Diſ⸗ 
ciples by often appearing vntd them, ſo he 
teach vs ſo to beleeue, as it were by chats 
rets, that is, by vſe and experience. It is 
a molt goodly and pleaſant charret, that 
of God he is made vnto bs wiſedome, 
righteouſnes , ſanctification and redemp⸗ 
tion, as the Apoſtle ſapth 1. Cop. 1. Fox I 
am a ſinner, but J am caried in his righte⸗ 
ouſnes, which is giuen vnto me: J am 
dbncleane , but his holines is my ſanctilica⸗ 
tion, wherein Jam ſweetely caried: I am 
fooliſh, but his wiſedom carieth me: J am 
damnable, but his liberty is my tedempti⸗ 
omſu that a Chꝛiſtian which beleueth may 
glozy ofthe merits of Chꝛiſt, and of all his 
good thiuges no other wiſe then ik he him 

eit had done them, ſo pꝛoperiy do they bes 
long vnto him, fo that he dare now quietty 
Tooke koꝛ euen piudgement ol God, which 
notwithltanding is intolerable. So great 
a thing is faith, ſo great good things doth 
it ubt z int foꝛ us ſo gloʒious ſonnes of Gov 
doch it make vs. Foꝛ we tan not be ſonnes; 


vnteſſe we inherit the good thinges ol our 
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father. A Chziſtian therefoze may boldlp 
ſay: Death, where is thy victozie? death, 
where is thy ſtinge, that is, ſinne? foꝛ the 
Kinge of death is ſinne, and the ſtrength of 
ſinne is the law, that is, the law maketh vs 
ſinners, ſinne makech vs guiltte of death: 
but thankes be vnto God, which hath gi⸗ 
uen vs victozte thꝛough our Loꝛde Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt. Tho then hath ouercome theſe 


two? Dur owne righteouſnes? our owne 


life? No ſurelp, but Jeſus Chill raiſed frã 


death, who hath: condemned ſinne @ death, 


hath imparted his righteouſnes vnto bs, 
hach giuen vs his merits, hath layde bis 

hand vpon vs, ſo that we are in good caſe, 
and doe fulfill the lawe,and ouercome ſinne 
and death, ſoꝛ which honour, pzayſe and 
thankes be to God fox euer, Amen. 

This therefoꝛe is tbe laſt — 
wbereby we are nom lifted vp not onely as 
boue our owne euills, but alſo aboue our 
owne good thinges, and doe now enioy the 
good thinges of an other, gotten by an o⸗ 
thers labour, who. befoze were oppꝛeſſed 
with the euills tauſed by the ſinne ol an o⸗ 
ther, and increaſen by our owne: We ens 
ioy I ſap the righteoulnes of Ch a 
| 4 
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by he him ſelfe is righteous, becauſe we 
cleaue vnto it, by which he pleaſeth God, 
and maketh interceſſion fo2 vs & maketh 
him ſelfe wholy ours, being onr moſt gras 
tious Pꝛieſt and Þatron . As vnpoſſible 
thcreloze as it is that Chyiſt in bis-rightes + + 
otifnes ſhould not pleaſe, ſo vnpoſſible is it 
we Could not pleaſe by our faith where⸗ 
by we cleaue to his righteouſnes;: Where- 
by it commeth to yalle that a Chzilkian is 
omnipotent Loꝛde of all; poſſeſſing all 
thinges,doing all chinges,wholy' without 

any finne, And although it ſo be that he. c 
haue ſinnes, vet can it not be 2ᷣ they ſhould i /24:05e 
hurt him, but they are remitted beganſe of 1% 
 inuincible righteoulnelſe of Chzilt which © "eſpe oy ＋ 
ſwalloweth vp all ſinnes; whereunto our 2 3 4 
faith truſteth, ſirmely be leuing that Chziſt / ſune, 
is ſuch a one vnto vs, as we ſape. Foz he b inaſ- 
that doth not beleue that, heareth in naine, 2+ 45 


acknowledgech nat Chziſt, Ned know: Wn — 
eth whereunto he p2oficech oz\er bin f fir 


' Wherefoze enen this one kön att Chriſtes 
on, if there were no other, maß — [ule © 
vnto vs ſo much comfozt, if it be well and 
duelphad , that we map not onelp not be 
grieued at our euils,but allo retopce in tri⸗ 
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bulations; ſcarce feelitigthemby m_ of 
' the iop which we haue tnChzilt:Df which 
FR op our Chiſt, our Lozde and God bleſled 
fo euer make vs partakers, Amen. 
By theſe my cogitations moſt famous 
Prince,witnellingx alter a'ſozt the dutie ol 
my ſmall abilitie, I commende me to pour 
| — noble grace, being ready to perfozme 
greater thinges, if the power or my ſpitit 
were accozding to my deſire. Foꝛ A will 
alwapes be a dettour boch to euery of mp 
neighbouts, but eſpecially to pour moſt 
noble Grace, whom our Loꝛd Je. 
. Chaift by his gracious goods 
hes long pꝛeſerue among d 
at the laſt bꝛing to him 
felfe bp a bleſſed and 
bappie ende, 


he con- 
ciuſion. 


Amen. ” 
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